
       

  
 
       
  
 
 

WGPL.ORG –Redux  
Public libraries have pondered over a lingering 
problem for several years now. As access to the 
Internet has become widespread, we know that 
more and more people turn to their computers 
first for needed information. We do too. But 
being in the information business we are aware 
that much of the information online is faulty, 
outdated, or just hard to get at.  

For years now libraries have invested in a 
number of high end proprietary databases on 
specific subjects. For any number of subjects we 
advise people not to just ‘Google’ it, but to use 
one of these databases that contain 
authoritative, edited, frequently updated 
information. Examples include Britannica 
Online, Gale Discovery Collection (homework 
help on every subject imaginable), or Culture 
Grams (information about the nations and 
cultures of the World). But though we refer 
people to these resources, we find their use to be 
distressingly low.  

When it came time to redesign the 
Library’s Website earlier this year, we decided to 
try and do something about this. Instead of 
burying all of these databases on a back page, we 
put some of the best ones right up front. A 
simple button takes you right into Britannica 
Online, or Plunkett’s Research Center (a 
business research source), and our magazine 
and newspaper archive databases.  

The result is a library Website that looks 
very different from other library Websites. It’s 
not about how pretty it is; it’s about how well it 
works. We hope more people will find and use 
our online databases, and learn what a valuable 
online experience they can have finding 
information, without ever visiting Google, Yahoo 
or Bing.  

And once you discover how good these 
are, we still have many others available from our 
Reference tab – they wouldn’t all fit on the front 
page of the site. Whether you’re a grade school 
student looking for information for school, a 
college student who needs to study for an SAT or 
ACT, an adult seeking advice on a finding a job, 
or an entrepreneur looking for business leads, 
we have a database to help you. We hope you’ll 
give them a try the next time you need some 
important information, and let us know how you 
like our new Website. 
tcooper@wgpl.org 

January in the Children’s Room 
Monday, January 4: Getting Crafty at 

the Library – 3:30 p.m. (ages 5 and up) 

Monday January 11: Getting Crafty at 

the Library – 3:30 p.m. (ages 5 and up) 

Tuesday, January 12: Storytime with 

Miss Phyllis – 10 a.m. 

Wednesday, January 13: Pajama 

Storytime with Miss Phyllis – 7 p.m. 

Thursday, January 14: Storytime with Miss Phyllis – 

10 a.m. 

Thursday, January 21: Pajama Storytime with Miss 

Emily – 7 p.m. 

Saturday, January 23: Storytime with Miss Phyllis – 

2 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 26: Storytime with Miss Phyllis – 

10 a.m.  

Wednesday, January 27: Getting Crafty at the 

Library – 3:30 p.m. (ages 5 and up) 

Thursday, January 28: Storytime with Miss Phyllis – 

10 a.m. 
 

Help with Your Job Search 
As noted in the column at left, the Library has 

a number of online databases to provide our 

patrons with valuable, authoritative, easily 

accessed information on a variety of subjects. 

Our newest database, and one of our most 

timely, is Ferguson’s Career Guidance Center.  

 Ferguson’s is a site dedicated to helping 

job seekers of all types in preparing for 

entering or re-entering the workplace. There is 

a step-by-step résumé writing tutorial; 

complete job profiles; tips on how to prepare for 

an interview and how to write cover letters, 

and advice from human resources professionals 

on how to conduct yourself in the workplace. It 

really is a one-stop resource for all things job 

related.  

 To find Ferguson’s, just visit our 

Website at www.wgpl.org, click on the 

Reference tab, then select Databases with 
home access. 

      
 

Library Hours 

  Monday-Thursday  9 am to 9 pm 

  Friday and Saturday  9 am to 4:30 pm 

  Sunday   2 pm to 5 pm 

 

The library will be closed Friday, January 1 for the 

New Year observance, and Monday, January 18, in 

observance of Martin Luther King’s Birthday.  
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This Month’s Most Requested Books: 
1. The Help, Kathryn Stockett 

2. U is for Undertow, Sue Grafton 

3. Half Broke Horses, Jeanette Walls 

4. The Lacuna, Barbara Kingsolver 

5. Ford County, John Grisham 

6. The Lost Symbol, Dan Brown  

7. Pirate Latitudes, Michael Crichton 

8. I, Alex Cross, James Patterson 

9. The Scarpetta Factor, Patricia Cornwell 

10. Going Rogue, Sarah Palin 

11. True Blue, David Baldacci  

12. Wolf Hall, Hilary Mantel 
 

Next Month’s Book Discussion Groups: 

Tuesday, February 2 at 6 p.m. – Madame Bovary, by Gustave Flaubert 

Saturday, Febuary 6 at 2 p.m. – The Eyre Affair, by Jasper Fforde 
 

Staff Suggestions  ɀ January, 2010 
1. 7ÉÓÈÉÎȭ ÁÎÄ (ÏÐÉÎ, by Wally Lamb   Adult Fiction 
2. 13 1/2 , by Nevada Barr      Adult Mystery 
3. A Christmas Memory, by Truman Capote   Adult Fiction 
4. The Thanksgiving Visitor , by Truman Capote  Adult Fiction 
5. I Love You, Miss Huddleston, by Philip Gulley  Adult Fiction 
6. Sister Carrie, by Theodore Dreiser   Adult Fiction 
7. The Help, by Kathryn Stockett    Adult Fiction 
8. Religious Literacy , by Stephen Prothero   Adult Non-fiction 
9. Runaway Princess, by Kate Coombs   Juvenile Fiction 
10.  Way Down Deep, by Ruth White    Juvenile Fiction 

 

The Friends of the Webster Groves Public Library will be holding their Book 

Fair on April 8 ï 11, 2010. That means we need your donations of books, CDs, DVDs and 

videotapes. Donations should be left in the back lobby of the library and a gift receipt is 

available at the Circulation desk. Please do not donate textbooks, encyclopedias or 

magazines. We also need volunteers! If you would like to help us by moving or sorting books or 

working at the Book Fair, call Debbie at 968-8759. 

As in past years, the first day of the sale is a preview night and there will be an admission 

charge. But join the Friends of the Library and you get in for free! Membership applications are at the library. 

 

Reindeer Visits the Library! 
On December 23rd the library had a visit from Bojangles the Reindeer. About 
50 children and parents came by to pet him and hear about how reindeer 
really do pull sleighs ɀ mostly on the ground, though. It was a fun time 
leading up to the Christmas break. 
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