
       

  
 
       
  
 
 

Understanding the MLC 
In 2004 Webster Groves Public Library joined the Municipal 

Library Consortium of St. Louis County (MLC). This greatly 

expanded the items available in our catalog, as well as the 

libraries where a Webster Groves Public Library card can be 

used. But we still get questions from people who don’t know 

this, or who don’t fully understand how the MLC works. 

 The MLC consists of nine libraries which were in 

existence before St. Louis County Library was formed. We 

have a Website (www.mlc.lib.mo.us) where you can find 

names, addresses, phone numbers and links to the Websites of 

each library. We have officers and monthly meetings where 

the nine directors approve budget expenditures, make 

decisions that affect all nine libraries, and report on our 

individual libraries.  

 Patrons viewing the catalog either from the library or 

from home will see our holdings and the holdings of the other 

eight libraries. The total collection is well over 700,000 items. 

It includes the usual books, magazines, DVDs and compact 

discs, and for the past few years, downloadable recorded 

books and e-books. You may request anything from any other 

library and have it brought here. Anything you check out from 

one MLC location may be returned to any other MLC 

location. We get a delivery 5 days per week (M-F) and ship 

thousands of items back and forth every day.  

 We subscribe to several high-end databases, and by 

subscribing together we get discounted prices. Check our 

Website under the Reference button for such databases as 

Chilton Library (automotive repair), Plunkett Research 

(business information), and NoveList Plus (reader’s advisory).  

 We get annual statistics for the MLC. The top three 

libraries, in terms of circulation, are always University City, 

Kirkwood, and Webster Groves. The libraries that borrow the 

most from other libraries are also the same three: but 

Kirkwood outstrips us all in terms of how many loans it gets 

from other libraries: last year it borrowed close to 15,000 more 

items than it sent out. Webster Groves and University City 

were closer to 3,000. The smallest library, in size and 

circulation, is Valley Park Community Library.  

 Since 2000, the MLC has had arrangements with St. 

Louis County, St. Louis Public (City) and St. Charles 

City/County Library allowing residents of any MLC taxing 

district to get free cards at those library systems. We pay each 

other 25 cents for each item checked out, reconciling who 

owes whom at the end of each year. Webster Groves always 

owes more to St. Louis County Library than any other MLC 

library: last year’s bill was over $20,000.  

Items checked out at surrounding library systems 

may be returned at any MLC location. We can’t check them 

in, but we note the date returned and route them back home, 

where they should be checked in with the specified due date.  

tcooper@wgpl.org 

JANUARY IN THE CHILDREN’S ROOM 
Monday, Jan. 9: Getting Crafty with Miss 
Michelle, 3:15-4:15 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 10: Story Time with Miss Phyllis,  
10 a.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 12: Story Time with Miss Phyllis, 10 
a.m.   
Saturday, Jan. 21: Story Time with Miss Phyllis,  
2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 24: Story Time with Miss Phyllis,  
10 a.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 25 : Pajama Story Time with 
Miss Phyllis, 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 26: Story Time with Miss Phyllis, 10 
a.m. 

Saturday, Jan. 28: Family Board Games @ 
the Library, 11-2 p.m.  
Monday, Jan. 30: Getting 
Crafty with Miss Michelle, 
3:15-4:15 p.m.  
 

   

Happy 200th Mr. Dickens!  
You will likely notice that both books selected for 
February book discussions (next page) are by 
Charles Dickens. This is because 2012 is the 
bicentennial of his birth. Born in Landport, 

England on February 7, 1812, few 
authors have been as popular for 
as long, or had as great an 
influence on English and 
American literature, as Dickens. 
From A Christmas Carol to David 
Copperfield, Great Expectations 
to Nicholas Nickleby, his works 

have been a mainstay of public libraries ever since 
he produced them. We will be celebrating with 
displays of his works and book discussions: we 
hope you find this a good time to reacquaint 
yourself with some of his booksτor to meet him 
for the first time.                                                             

                                                                                  
Library Hours  

Monday -Thursday  9 am to 9 pm 

Friday and Saturday  9 am to 4:30 pm 

Sunday    2 pm to 5 pm 

The Library will be closed January 1 for New 

Yearõs Day, and January 16 in honor of Martin 

Luther King, Jr.õs Birthday.   
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This Monthõs Most Requested Books: 
1. The Litigators by John Grisham 
2. V Is for Vengeance by Sue Grafton 
3. The Drop by Michael Connelly 
4. Red Mist by Patricia Cornwell 
5. The Best of Me by Nicholas Sparks 
6. Explosive Eighteen by Janet Evanovich 

7. The Marriage Plot by Jeffrey Eugenides 
8. Death Comes to Pemberley by P. D. James 
9. Zero Day by David Baldacci 
10. Love in a Nutshell by Janet Evanovich 
11. Down the Darkest Road by Tami Hoag 
12. Kill Alex Cross by James Patterson

NEXT MONTHõs Book Discussions:                                                                            

          
 
 

Words of WisdomɂJanuary, 2012 
December saw the death of one of the great political leaders of the late 20th centuryɂVáclav Havel, whose leadership in 
Czechoslovakia helped end forty years of Soviet power. He was also a great writer whose essays challenge us to think about 
government abuses of power. We polled our staff for other books by world leaders which have made a positive difference. 
 

Havel, Václav, Living in Truth: Twenty-two essays 
Mandela, Nelson, Long Walk to Freedom 
Gore, Al, An Inconvenient Truth 
Hirsi Ali, Ayaan, Infidel 
Gandhi, Mohandas K., Non-violent Resistance  

Mother Teresa, No Greater Love 
Thatcher, Margaret, The Path to Power 
King, Martin Luther, Jr., 7ÈÙ 7Å #ÁÎȭÔ 7ÁÉÔ 
Zukav, Gary, The Seat of the Soul 

 

Holiday Coloring Contest 
We had over 100 entries in this year’s coloring contest. Judging took place on December 27, and the winners were: 

Ages 2-4:      1
st
 Place—Adriana Galli, 2

nd
 Place—Liam Draney, 3

rd
 Place—Declan Hoeferlin 

Ages 5-7:      1
st
 Place—Maren DeMargel, 2

nd
 Place—Liam Hoeferlin, 3

rd
 Place—Ally Marshall 

Ages 8-10:    1
st
 Place—Ben Cryer, 2

nd
 Place—Sarah Kaul, 3

rd
 Place—Francesca Westendorf 

Ages 11-14:  1
st
 Place—Sammi Tom, 2

nd
 Place—Collin Bolles, 3

rd
 Place—Dakota Reekamp 

First place winners’ pictures are shown. 

 
 

                                                                                            

    

        
 

               Ben Cryer 

 
                            Adriana Galli  
 

One of the lesser known projects that the Friends fund is the purchase of Book Club Kits. These kits, which 

contain a reading guide and up to ten copies of a single title, make it easy to make sure everyone in your group 

gets a book in time.  Also, you know that these titles were chosen with book clubs in mind. But if the many titles 

available as kits don’t appeal, ALTAFF, the Friends national organization, has a web site with book club choices: 

http://www.ala.org/altaff/friends/bookclubchoices. If you are still in need of inspiration, the American Library 

Association, ALTAFF’s parent organization, has a web site that can help: www.flashlightworthybooks.com. With 

429 lists ranging from Book Recommendations for Book Clubs Who Really Discuss the Book to They're Female. 

They're Pirates. They're Female Pirates, they are sure to suggest a book your group will enjoy. 
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The Mystery of Edwin Drood 

by Charles Dickens 

Tuesday, February 7 

6 p.m. 

Little Dorrit 

by Charles Dickens 

Saturday, February 4  

2 p.m.  

 

    Sammi Tom Maren DeMargel 
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