
       

  
 
       
  
 
 

306 
Librarians these days ponder the future of the Dewey 

Decimal System. I don’t think there’s anyone old enough to 

remember a time when public libraries weren’t arranged 

according to this comprehensive system. From 000s—

general knowledge—to the 900s—history—Melvil 

Dewey’s system has been the basic organizing structure of 

the non-fiction books in our stacks for over a century. 

Some people are downright sentimental about it. Others 

hate it. 

 Librarians are ambivalent because some of them 

think it represents old-age thinking. We should just arrange 

our books like bookstores do, with big signs saying ‘Self 

Help,’ or ‘Cookbooks,’ or ‘Home Repair.’ I see the sense in 

that: many people like browsing and finding things 

serendipitously. But many others come to the library 

wanting Home Repair for Dummies by John Q. Smith. 

Only in a library arranged according to Dewey numbers 

can we know exactly where that book sits on the shelf. 

 But there are deeper problems with Mr. Dewey’s 

system. For one thing, subjects that didn’t exist during 

Melvil Dewey’s lifetime, like genetics (576.5) or AIDS 

(362.196) come along and need new numbers. His system 

was also very Eurocentric and very Christian-centric. 

Religion is in the 200s; but 200 through the 280s covers 

Christianity. The 290s are all other religions. 

 And finally there are some numbers that seem to 

have been poorly planned from the start. One such is 306. 

In the Dewey system, 306 is ‘Culture and Institutions.’ 

That’s a lot of ground. Even broken down into sub-

groups—306.2 Political Institutions, 306.3 Economic 

Institutions, 306.4 Specific Aspects of Culture—it’s way 

too broad to make much sense. We have ten shelves of 

books in 306, covering everything from politics to banking 

to dating to parenting. Books on slavery sit close to the 

Men Are from Mars, Women Are from Venus books. I 

mean, slavery, marriage, banking and government are all 

parts of ‘culture and institutions,’ right?  

 So I sympathize with people who believe that 

Dewey is for the birds. But I have also worked with it long 

enough to know that at its most basic level, it does what it’s 

supposed to do: it helps us know exactly where books are. I 

hope we arrive at a workable compromise in our new 

building: that we have nice, readable signage to direct 

people to areas of interest, like cookery and parenting and 

relationships; but that we also continue to use the Dewey 

Decimal System for those countless interactions in which 

someone wants one specific book.   
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February in the Children’s Room 
Wednesday, Feb. 3: Getting 

Crafty at the Library – 3:15 

p.m. (ages 5 and up) 

Monday, Feb. 8: Getting 

Crafty at the Library – 3:15 

p.m. (ages 5 and up) 

Tuesday, Feb. 9: Storytime 

with Miss Phyllis – 10 a.m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 10: Pajama Storytime with Miss 

Phyllis – 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 11: Storytime with Miss Phyllis – 10 

a.m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 17: Getting Crafty at the Library, 

3:15 p.m. (Ages 5 and up) 

Thursday, Feb. 18: Pajama Storytime with Miss 

Emily, 7 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 20: Storytime with Miss Phyllis – 2 

p.m. 

Monday, Feb. 22: Getting Crafty at the Library – 3:15 

p.m. (ages 5 and up) 

Tuesday, Feb. 23: Storytime with Miss Phyllis – 10 

a.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 25: Storytime with Miss Phyllis – 10 

a.m. 
 

 

Coloring Contest Winners  
Our 2009 Holiday Coloring Contest 

was as popular as ever, with 137 

entries across all age categories. First place 

winners were: 

 

Age 2-4:  Katie Weber 

Age 5-7: Ryann Wald 

Age 8-10: Sam Forthaus 

Age 11-14: Claire Knox 

 

Congratulations to the winners, and thanks to 

everyone who submitted their wonderful 

pictures. 
 

Have you downloaded 

any good books lately? 
We now have recorded 

books available to download right from our Website. 

Just find the Download Audio Books logo at 

www.wgpl.org, click and enter to learn how to do it. 
 

Library Hours 

  Monday-Thursday  9 am to 9 pm 

  Friday and Saturday  9 am to 4:30 pm 

  Sunday   2 pm to 5 pm 

 

The library will be closed Monday, 

February 15 in honor of 

Presidents’ Day. 
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This Month’s Most Requested Books: 
1. The Help, Kathryn Stockett 

2. Game Change, John Heilemann 

3. Half Broke Horses, Jeanette Walls 

4. U is for Undertow, Sue Grafton 

5. The Lacuna, Barbara Kingsolver 

6. Worst Case, James Patterson  

7. Noah’s Compass, Anne Tyler 

8. Deeper than the Dead, Tami Hoag 

9. House Rules, Jodi Picoult 

10. Pirate Latitudes, Michael Crichton 

11. Wolf Hall, Hilary Mantel 

12. Split Image, Robert B. Parker
 

Next Month’s Book Discussion Groups: 

Tuesday, March 2 at 6 p.m. – Denialism: How Irrational Thinking Hinders Scientific Progress, 

Harms the Planet, and Threatens Our Lives, by Michael Specter 

Saturday, March 6 at 2 p.m. – Heart in the Right Place, by Carolyn Jourdan 
 

Directors’ Picks for 2009 
Nine libraries in the Municipal Library Con sortium  means nine library directors. We  asked for their input on what 
they thought were standout books of 2009, and got some pretty interesting selections:  

1. 4ÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ "ÏÏËȟ by A. S. Byatt     Adult Fiction  
2. Glimmer: how design can transform business, your life, and maybe even the world,  

by Warren Berger        Adult Non -fiction  
3. Let the Great World Spin, by Colum McCann    Adult Fiction  
4. House of Cards, by David Ellis Dickerson    Adult Biography  
5. Grace Hopper and the Invention of the Information Age, by Kurt W. Beyer  

Adult Biography  
6. The Magicians, by Lev Grossman     Adult Fiction  
7. Ransom, by David Malouf      Adult Fiction  
8. Olive Kitteridge, by Elizabeth Strout     Adult Fiction  
9. 4ÈÅÒÅ /ÎÃÅ 7ÁÓ Á 7ÏÍÁÎ 7ÈÏ 4ÒÉÅÄ ÔÏ +ÉÌÌ (ÅÒ .ÅÉÇÈÂÏÒȭÓ "ÁÂÙȟ 

by Ludmilla Petrush evskaya     Adult Fiction  
10.  Strength in What Remains, by Tracy Kidder    Adult Non -fiction  
11.  A Gate at the Stairs, by Lorrie Moore     Adult Fiction  
12.  Spooner, by Pete Dexter      Adult Fiction  

 
In celebration of Library Lover’s Month, the Friends will be sponsoring the 2nd annual 
“Bring a Can, Get a Book” food drive. For every can of food or other non-perishable food 
item you donate in Februaryȟ ÙÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÃÈÏÏÓÅ Á ÂÏÏË ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ &ÒÉÅÎÄÓȭ ÔÁÂÌÅ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÎÅÁÒ 
the front entrance. You may choose up to 3 books per visit. Extra food items are, of course, 
welcome! Most of the books are advanced reading copies ɀ unused books that may not be 
sold but we will also include books from the upcoming Book Fair.  The sale will go on 
through the month of February or until we run out of books. All food items collected will be 

donated to Webster-Rock Hill Ministries. 
  

Seussalicious Birthday Bash 

   March 2nd  3:00 - 4:00 PM 
Celebrate Dr. Seuss' birthday with treats, giveaways and prize drawings in 
the Children's  Room on March 2nd.  Every child that checks out or sits and 
reads a Dr. Seuss book will receive a special reading diploma.   
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