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NEW DEAL?

The news lately is all about the economy. The phrase we’re all
getting tired of hearing is the old ‘worse than the Great
Depression,” or ‘not since the Great Depression.” It’s probably too
early to make such predictions, but that doesn’t keep TV news
anchors from fear-mongering in the interest of pumping up
viewership.

What | find more interesting are the comparisons of
Obama administration initiatives with FDR’s New Deal. Some
people claim that nothing Roosevelt did, from the WPA to the
TVA to the NRA helped — that it was the start of World War 11
that finally kicked the US economy into high gear. These
opinions ring true to critics of the current president. What |
wonder is whether anything the Obama administration does will
still be around seventy or eighty years from now.

Recently I have been weeding old history books, and |
discovered that Webster Groves Public Library has an almost
complete collection of the Federal Writers’ Project American
Guide series. These books, written from the 1930’s to the 1940°s,
are great illustrated guides to every state and several key cities in
the US. They are now outdated, but are excellent historical
sources as snapshots of the history, economy, people and culture
of every state in the early to mid-twentieth century.

The Federal Writers’ Project was a division of the
Works Progress Administration (WPA), one of Roosevelt’s
‘alphabet soup’ initiatives. Roosevelt believed that writers, along
with other artists, were also workers, and needed government
support during hard times, and we have these wonderful guides as
a memento of that project.

Years ago | worked at the Carondelet Branch of St.
Louis Public Library, on Michigan Avenue in south St. Louis, a
1908 vintage Carnegie Library. Covering one whole wall in the
reference room is a painted mural of the settling of Saint Louis —
one of those allegorical scenes with Indians greeting White Men
on the banks of the Mississippi. It was painted by artists working
for the WPA. It’s not great art, and the last time | saw it the
painting was faded and needed cleaning, but it is a lasting
reminder of a time in history.

Maplewood Public Library moved into a new building
about two years ago. They left their cramped quarters in city hall
and took up residence in the old pool house, renovated into a
spiffy, modern library. That pool house was built by WPA
workers, and it was wonderful that the City of Maplewood and
the Maplewood Public Library could partner on a project to
preserve and utilize that historical building.

Speaking of which, did you know that Webster Groves
Public Library’s old building in the high school was built in the
1930’s by WPA workers?

I don’t know whether anything President Obama’s
administration does will help resurrect our ailing economy. I only
hope that working today, we leave something worthwhile to
libraries of the future.
tcooper@wgpl.org

APRIL IN THE CHILDRENS ROOM

-

g Tuesday, April 14: Story Time
B with Miss Phyllis, 10 a.m.

Wednesday, April 15: Story Time
with Miss Phyllis, 10 a.m.

Thursday, April 16: Story Time
with Miss Phyllis, 10 a.m.

Monday, April 20: Getting Crafty with Miss Michelle,
3:30 p.m.

Wednesday, April 22: Pajama Story Time with Miss
Laurene, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, April 28: Story Time with Miss Phyllis,
10 a.m.

Wednesday, April 29: Story Time with Miss Phyllis,
10 a.m.

Thursday, April 30: Story Time with Miss Phyllis,
10 a.m.

POETRY MONTH PROGRAM

April is National Poetry Month. In our fourth annual
observance of this, the Library will feature readings by two
poets: Dwight Bitikofer and Mary Ann deGrandpre Kelly.

Bitikofer is publisher of the Webster-Kirkwood
Times. He has been active lately with the St. Louis Writer’s
Guild and St. Louis Poetry Center. He most enjoys
experiencing poetry as a read-aloud medium, and shares his
poetry at various open-mike nights. His poems have been
published in Writer’s Journal, The Mid-Rivers Review and
other literary journals.

Mary Ann deGrandpre Kelly is a retired Webster
Groves Public Schools teacher. She is a board member of the
St. Louis Poetry Center. Her poetry has been featured in the
chapbook Nothing Smaller than Your Elbow, the forthcoming St.
Louis Anthology of Verse, and the current MARGIE. She is a
James H. Nash prizewinner.

The event will be on Saturday, April 11" at 2 p.m.
For more information please call 314 961-3784.

Building News

We recently advertised for interested community members
to send in applications to serve on the Building Committee.
The committee will serve in an advisory capacity to the
Board of Trustees, and will be charged with issuing a
request for qualifications to architects, selecting a qualified
firm, overseeing the design process, selecting a general
contractor, and other related duties. Anyone with
experience or expertise in architecture, engineering,
construction, or community relations might be valuable to
the committee.

The application is available at www.wgpl.org, or
at the library. Applications are due by April 10®.

Library Hours
Monday-Thursday 9 am to 9 pm
Friday and Saturday 9 am to 4:30 pm
Sunday 2 pmto 5 pm
The library will be closed Sunday, April 12" for Easter
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This Month’s Most Requested Books:

1. The Associate, John Grisham 8. Plum Spooky, Janet Evanovich

2. Heart and Soul, Maeve Binchy 9. Quitliers: the story of success, Malcolm Gladwell
3. Cutting for Stone, A. Verghese 10. The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Society,
4. Handle with Care, Jodi Picoult Mary Ann Shaffer

5. Run for Your Life, James Patterson 11. The Women, T. Coraghessan Boyle

6. The Shack, William P. Young 12. Lethal Legacy, Linda A. Fairstein

7. The Hour | First Believed, Wally Lamb

Next Month’s Book Discussion Selection:
Native Son, by Richard Wright
May 5™ at 6 p.m. Call 961-3784 for information.

Suggested Reading, April, 2009
As mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter, everybody’s talking about the economy
these days. But how many of us truly understand most or even much of what’s being
said? Here is a list of books that can bring you up to speed on how to understand the
economy and economics.
1. Economic Facts & Fallacies, Thomas Sowell
2. From Here to Economy: a shortcut to economic literacy, Todd Buchholz
3.Basic Economics: a citizendrhomgasS$odvell t 0 t he ec
4.A Beginnerés Guide to tRaady@larlesEppgingon o my ,
5. De-mystifying Economics, Allen W. Smith
6.,A Student ds Gui de PaubHegmeonomi cs,
7. Economics in One Lesson, Henry Hazlitt
8. Hidden Order: the economics of everyday life, David Friedman
9. Economic Literacy: what everyone needs to know about money & markets, Jabob DeRooy
10. Economics Explained, Robert Heilbroner & Lester Thurow

Friends News

In celebration of National Library Week, the Webster Groves Public Library will
hold its 3 annual food drive the week of April 13-19, 2009. The
need is especially great this year, so to encourage everyone to
donate canned or boxed food items, the Friends will give a free
book to everyone who donates a can of food - up to three books.
(Extra donations would be wonderful.) The books are great!
Most of them are advance reading copies that have been lightly used and most are less than two
years old. Their subjects range from history to poetry and from fiction to politics. Support a
worthy cause and help the library make this the most successful food drive we have ever had.

Don’t forget about our READiscover the Classes program for both children and adults.
Read a classic, review it and get a free special Webster Groves Public Library book bag. Ask at
the Circulation desk or in the Children’s room for more information.
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