
       

  
 
       
  
 
 

The Question of E-books 
I went to an event called the Tech Expo yesterday, 
sponsored by St. Louis Regional Library Network, a 
group that gathers librarians from every type of 
library—school, public, academic, corporate, special—
to talk about issues they have in common. One of the 
presentations at this meeting was about the future of 
e-books in libraries. As with most such things, the 
consensus was that the future is not clear. 
 At the next meeting of the directors of the 
Municipal Library Consortium, we are going to talk 
about e-books. At least a few of the nine directors are 
convinced that it’s time to look at investing in e-books. 
I know we’re hearing a lot about them these days, and 
it would seem inevitable that libraries will need to 
have them soon. But here are a few interesting facts I 
picked up yesterday. 
 Of total book sales last year, e-books 
accounted for just 3%. That’s right. Ninety-seven 
percent of books sold last year were sold in traditional 
paper form. This was a surprising number to most 
people in the class. What with all the news about 
Amazon’s Kindle and Barnes & Noble’s Nook, you 
would think there was scarcely anyone on the planet 
still reading an actual ‘book.’ But these companies 
have huge advertising budgets, and the people at 
Amazon, especially, have a lot of reason to make you 
believe that book reading is yesterday’s practice.  
 Another interesting piece of news to digest is 
that of the e-book services available to libraries, none 
of them is yet compatible with either Kindle or Nook—
the two readers that most people own. It’s all about 
licensing. Publishers and authors have a strained 
relationship with e-book providers as it is. (J. K. 
Rowling, of Harry Potter fame, has sworn that none 
of her works will ever be in e-book format.) As a group 
they are extremely reluctant to take the next step of 
licensing their content to library services.  
 E-book services are expensive. As a 
comparison, look at the downloadable audiobook 
service we added last year. It is being used pretty 
much, but with what we pay for it, each usage costs 
about $5. This would be similar to our costs for e-
books. Compare this to a book, which we might buy 
and process for around $20. If it gets checked out only 
30 times (a good average number), each checkout 
costs about 66 cents. Many books in the collection are 
checked out well over a hundred times, making the 
cost pennies per checkout.  
 Making the decision about if and when to add 
e-books to a library’s collection must take all these 
factors into account. Of course nobody knows what 
the future holds. For now we are in a wait and see 
mode.  
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April in the Children’s Room 
Monday, Apr. 5: Getting Crafty at 

the Library—3:15 p.m. (ages 5 

and up) 
Tuesday, Apr. 13: Storytime with 

Miss Phyllis – 10 a.m. 

Wednesday, Apr. 14: Pajama 

Storytime with Miss Phyllis – 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Apr. 15: Storytime with Miss Phyllis—10 

a.m. 

Monday, Apr. 19: Getting Crafty at the Library—3:15 

p.m. (ages 5 and up) 

Thursday, Apr. 22: Pajama Storytime with Miss 

Emily—7 p.m. 

Monday, Apr. 26: Getting Crafty at the Library – 3:15 

p.m. (ages 5 and up) 

Tuesday, Apr. 27: Storytime with Miss Phyllis – 10 

a.m. 

Thursday, Apr. 29: Storytime with Miss Phyllis—10 

a.m. 
 

Poetry Reading April 17th 
We will hold our annual celebration 
of National Poetry Month on 
Saturday, April 17 at 2 p.m. This 
year we are featuring a reading by 
Poets Richard Newman and 
Adrian Matejka. Richard is the 
long-time editor of the literary  

magazine River Styx. His poetry 
has been featured in many 
publications, and he is the author 
of the books Borrowed Towns and 
Domestic Fugues. Adrian’s poetry 
has likewise been featured in many 
literary magazines, and he is the author of The 
Devil’s Garden and Mixology. 
 Both poets will have books for sale at 
the event. 
 The poetry reading is being sponsored 
by the Friends of Webster Groves Public 
Library, and there will be light refreshments.  

 

Have you downloaded 

any good books lately? 
We now have recorded 

books available to download right from our Website. 

Just find the Download Audio Books logo at 

www.wgpl.org, click and enter to learn how to do it. 
 

Library Hours 

  Monday-Thursday  9 am to 9 pm 

  Friday and Saturday  9 am to 4:30 pm 

  Sunday   2 pm to 5 pm 

 

The library will be closed Sunday, April 4, for Easter. 
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This Month’s Most Requested Books: 
1. House Rules, Jodi Picoult 

2. Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, Stieg Larsson 

3. Postmistress, Sarah Blake  

4. Game Change, John Heilemann 

5. Split Image, Robert B. Parker 

6. The Swan Thieves, Elizabeth Kostova 

7. Deception: an Alex Delaware novel, Jonathan Kellerman 

8. Shattered, Karen Robards 

9. Caught, Harlan Coben 

10. Winter Garden, Kristin Hannah 

11. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Rebecca Skloot 

12. Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand, Helen Simonson
 

Next Monthõs Book Discussion Groups: 

Saturday, May 1 at 2 p.m.ñThe Namesake, Jhumpa Lahiri 

Tuesday, May 4 at 6 p.m.ñThen We Came to the End, Joshua Ferris 
 

Humorous Reading , April 2010  
In recognition of April being the month that holds April Fool ȭs Day, we are presenting this list of lighter, funny books.  

Bryson, Bill, In a Sunburned Country     Adult Non -fiction  
Bryson, Bill, A Walk in the Woods      Adult Non -fiction  
Wodehouse, P. G., ɉ!ÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȭ*ÅÅÖÅÓȭ ÂÏÏËÓɊ    Adult Fiction  
Evanovich, Janet, (Any of the Stephanie Plum mysteries)   Adult M ystery  
Sedaris, David, Holidays on Ice      Adult Non -fiction  
Pratchett, Terry, The Wee Free Men     YA Fiction 
Pratchett, Terry, The Amazing Maurice and His Educated Rodents Juv. Fiction 
Kubo, Tite, Bleach (vol. 1-12)      YA Fiction 
Amis, Kingsley, Lucky Jim       Adult Fiction  
De Vries, Peter, Sauce for the Goose     Adult Fiction  
Rockwell, Thomas, How to Eat Fried Worms    Juv. Fiction 
/ȭ-ÁÌÌÅÙȟ +ÅÖÉÎȟ Once Upon a Cool Motorcycle Dude   Juv. E Fiction 
 

$ÏÎȭÔ &ÏÒÇÅÔȦ 2010 Annual Friends of the Library Bo ok FairɂȬ3ÅÃÏÎÄ (ÁÎÄ 0ÒÏÓÅȭ 
The date is drawing near for our book fair. It looks like the First Congregational Church is going to be a wonderful 

place to hold the sale, and the donations just poured in right up until the March 31 deadline. There 
will be lots of good selections and lots of great deals. We hope to see you there! 
 

Here are the Book Fair dates and times : 
 

Thursday, April 8 
2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

$6.00 Admission Charge 
                       (Free to Friends members) 

 

   Friday, April 9 
    9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 
   Saturday, April 10 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 

   Sunday, April 11 
12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

 

4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ "ÏÏË &ÁÉÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÁÔ ȡ 
First Congregational Church 
10 West Lockwood Avenue 

(Across Elm from Webster Groves City Hall) 
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