
       
  
 
       
  
 
 
The Kindness of Friends and Neighbors 
I’m the sort of person who’s always moved by the kindness 
of people. It never gets old.  

I was at a Webster Groves-Shrewsbury Chamber of 
Commerce meeting the other day. At these functions they 
often have a 50/50 raffle. The speaker that day was a 
representative of the Mason’s MO CHIP program – the 
program that provides free identification for kids in 
Missouri. It’s a valuable program, wholly supported by 
voluntary donations. While he was speaking, I noticed that 
a guy at the table next to me had purchased a whole string 
of raffle tickets. ‘He must really want to win,’ I thought. 
And he did win. But as soon as they announced his name 
as the winner he quietly indicated that the money should 
be given to the MO CHIP program. Did he buy that many 
tickets just to increase the likelihood that he could turn the 
money over to the program, or did it just occur to him, 
listening to the speaker, that this was the right thing to do? 
Does it matter? 
 During National Library Week (April 15-21) we 
held a food drive at the library. It was a competitive event, 
between us and Kirkwood Public Library, to see who could 
collect more. It started off slow, but before the week was 
over we had filled to bursting a barrel in our foyer and one 
in our Children’s Room. (Yes, we collected more than 
Kirkwood.) I am thankful to live in a world where people 
remember to do simple things like bringing a few cans of 
food to the library – and that there are parents who teach 
their children the value of doing the same.  
 In May we’re going to have a Volunteer 
Landscaping Day. We’re hoping to get several people who 
will want to come and help us trim bushes, weed, mulch, 
and prune. We’ve had signs up in the library for a few 
weeks now, but nobody has volunteered yet, which worries 
me. But then I remember the past response of people in 
Webster Groves to this sort of call, and I know that in the 
end, we’ll have more volunteers than we need. 
tcooper@wgpl.lib.mo.us 

WEBSTER GROVES BEATS 
KIRKWOOD IN FIRST ANNUAL  

National Library Week Food Drive 
April 15-21 was National Library Week. The 
theme for this year’s observance was ‘Come 
Together at Your Library.’ In keeping with that 
theme, Webster Groves Public Library and 
Kirkwood Public Library ‘came together’ to 
hold a food drive. It was a friendly competition 
to see who could collect more. We are proud to 
say that Webster Groves won. Thank you to 
everyone who brought in a food item. 

The food we collected was donated to 
Webster-Rock Hill Ministries, and the food 
Kirkwood collected went to Kirk Care. There is 
already talk of making the food drive an annual 
event, so watch for the announcements next 
April, and let’s keep up the good work! 
 

May in the Children’s Room  
Tuesday, May 8: Storytime & crafts with Miss Phyllis – 
10 a.m. 
    

Wednesday, May 9: Storytime & Crafts with Miss Phyllis 
– 10 a.m. 

 

Thursday, May 10: Storytime & Crafts with Miss Phyllis 
– 10 a.m.  
 

Monday, May 14: Storytime & Crafts with Miss Michelle 
– 2 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, May 16: Storytime & Crafts with Miss 
Michelle – 2 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, May 22: Storytime & Crafts with Miss Phyllis – 
10 a.m. 
 
Wednesday, May 23: Storytime & Crafts with Miss 
Phyllis – 10 a.m. 
 

Thursday, May 24: Storytime & Crafts with Miss Phyllis 
– 10 a.m. 
 

Summer Reading Club Starts 
Saturday, May 26th. 
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Library Hours 
  Monday-Thursday  9 am to 9 pm 
  Friday and Saturday  9 am to 4:30 pm 
  Sunday   2 pm to 5 pm 
 
The Library will be closed Sunday May 27 and 
Monday May 28 for Memorial Day. 
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TRIVIA QUESTION 
Last Month’s Question: 
What 19th century author grew up just 1 mile south of 
Webster Groves, wrote only one book, and died a month 
after he finished it? Hint: the book has never gone out of 
print. 
Answer: The author is Ulysses S. Grant, whose Personal 
Memoirs of U.S. Grant is still considered one of the best 
works ever penned by an American president. 
 
This Month’s Question: 
When, and why, did German Shepherds become ‘police 
dogs’? 



This Month’s Most Requested Books: 
1. Nineteen Minutes, Jodi Picoult 
2. The Secret, Rhonda Byrne 
3. Step on a Crack, James Patterson 
4. I Heard That Song Before, Mary Higgins Clark 
5. Obsession: an Alex Delaware novel, Jonathan Kellerman 
6. The Spellman Files, Lisa Lutz 

7. 6th Target, James Patterson 
8. The Road, Cormac McCarthy 
9. The Woods, Harlan Coben  
10. Body Surfing, Anita Shreve 
11. Daddy’s Girl, Lisa Scottoline 
12. Whitethorn Woods, Maeve Binchy

 

Second Hand Prose Book Fair Sets New Sales Record! 
The Friends of Webster Groves Public Library Book Fair was 

held over the last weekend of April in a new location at 9051 

Watson Road. There was some concern that being in a new 

location might reduce sales, since inevitably some reliable 

customers would have trouble finding the sale. They need 

not have worried. By late on Sunday afternoon it was clear 

that more money had been taken in than on any previous 

sale. 

 We want to thank the Friends of the Library and all 

the volunteers who make this annual fundraising event 

possible. Thanks go especially to Nancy Hiatt and Bob Race, 

who coordinate the whole event. 

 We also want to thank G.J. Grewe, Inc., who was 

kind enough to let the Friends use the storefront in 

Crestwood Square where the event was held.  
 

 

Poet Carlos Pappalardo Visits the Library
 

In celebration of National Poetry Month the Library hosted a 
program featuring poet Carlos Pappalardo reading from his 
books Ahimsa and Humanism & Verse. A large and appreciative 
audience braved a terribly stormy night to hear his poetry, with 
its passionate humanism and unapologetic pacifism. Afterwards 
he signed copies of Ahimsa. Dr. Pappalardo is a retired physician 
who spent much of his career working for Doctors Without 
Borders, and proceeds from his book sales benefit that 
organization.   
 
 

     Carlos Pappalardo signing his book Ahimsa. 
 

Library to Host Volunteer Landscaping Day 
One of the nicest aspects of the Library’s old building is 
its lush landscaping. Our lawns were greatly improved 
late last year when the Friends of the Library donated a 
number of new trees and bushes.  
 But as any avid Webster Groves gardener knows, 
a nice lawn can be a blessing and a curse, because for all 
its visual beauty, it is also expensive and time-consuming 
to maintain.  
 The library employs a part-time groundskeeper, 
but he usually has his hands full just keeping the 
sidewalks swept and the parking lots clean. 
 We are planning to have a volunteer landscaping  

day to see if any of our friends and neighbors would like 
to help us weed, mulch, trim and prune our lawn and get 
it ready for the summer. 
 We’d very much appreciate if you’d mark your 
calendars for Saturday, May 12, and take some time to 
help us out.  Although we’ll probably spend the whole 
day working on it, even an hour or two is a big help.  
 The library will provide lunch for all volunteers. 
For more information, or to put your name down as a 
volunteer, please call the library at 314 961-3784. 
 We hope to see you there! 
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