
       

  
 
       
  
 
 
MISSOUR-EE, MISSOUR-UH 
There‟s a funny thing about facts, and how they militate 

against being a know-it-all. There is, for example, a never 

ending debate about the correct pronunciation of the name of 

our state. Some say Missour-ee, some say Missour-uh. The 

different pronunciations happen with such regularity that 

many people never truly notice. But those who do tend to be 

adamant about the correctness of the pronunciation they 

prefer. I have my own opinion, of course, we all do. 

 Then I was reading in an old book called The 

Missouri Reader, published in 1964 and containing an essay 

by Allen Walker Read, who pursued his doctorate at the 

University of Missouri and later became a professor of English 

at Columbia University. The essay, titled The Pronunciation 

of ‘Missouri,’ detailed the history of this controversy. It seems 

that up until 1897, Missour-uh was the almost universal 

pronunciation among the state‟s inhabitants and its leaders. 

But in that year the Columbia School District instructed all of 

its teachers that from then on they should use the 

pronunciation Missour-ee, especially in the classroom. It is 

believed the idea had been promulgated at the University of 

Missouri by educated men „from back east.‟ 

 From there the battle was joined between those who 

believed (with famed lexicographer Noah Webster) that the 

correct pronunciation of the name of a place is however it is 

pronounced by the people who live in that place, and those 

who believed that place names, like all other words, should be 

pronounced according to definite rules: between old timers 

and „the better educated.‟ 

 But there are problems even with the supposition that 

Missour-ee is the better educated pronunciation. For one thing, 

the people who first advocated the „ee‟ ending also advocated 

a hard „s‟ sound instead of the „z‟ which everyone uses. In the 

earlier part of the twentieth century there were apparently 

plenty of educated people who said Missouree rather than 

Mizzouree. So even the pronunciation which many of „the 

better educated‟ classes use these days is a compromise with 

popular usage.  

 As the essay points out, everyone says Mississippi – 

all hard „s‟ sounds – so where do we get the z sound? Of 

course if we‟re comparing the pronunciation to the name of 

the river, I‟ve never heard anyone say Mississipp-uh, so where 

does the uh come from?  

 The author concludes that since radio and television 

announcers had almost universally taken to saying Missour-ee, 

it would become the common usage. But that was a long time 

ago. I wonder if he could have foreseen that today, a decade 

into the twenty-first century, we‟d still be arguing about it. I 

think I‟ve learned to let it go. I‟ll continue to say Missour-ee, 

as I always have, but I will discontinue looking down on my 

fellow citizens who do otherwise.  
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May IN THE CHILDREN’S ROOM 
Tuesday, May 5th: Cinco de 

Mayo Party – 3 to 4:30 p.m.  
 

Tuesday, May 12: Story Time with Miss 

Phyllis, 10 a.m. 
 

Wednesday, May 13: Story Time with 

Miss Phyllis, 10 a.m. 
 

Thursday, May 14: Story Time with 

Miss Phyllis, 10 a.m. 
 

Monday, May 18: Story Time with Miss Michelle, 2 

p.m.  
 

Wednesday, May 20: Getting Crafty with Miss 

Michelle, 3:30 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, May 26: Story Time with Miss Phyllis,  

10 a.m. 
 

Wednesday, May 27: Story Time with Miss Phyllis, 10 

a.m. 
 

Wednesday, May 27: Pajama Story Time with Miss 

Laurene, 7 p.m. 
 

Thursday, May 28: Story Time with Miss Phyllis,  

10 a.m. 
 

Poetry Reading 
On Saturday April 11 the 

Library celebrated National 

Poetry Month with a reading 

by two excellent local poets, 

Mary Ann deGrandpre Kelly 

(shown reading at left) and 

Dwight Bitikofer.  

    A large group of poetry 

lovers was entertained and 

moved by both poets’ work.  

   The poetry reading was co-

sponsored by the Friends of 

Webster Groves Public Library, who supplied refreshments 

for the event. 
 

Building News 
Our building committee met for the first time on 

Wednesday, April 22. After introductions and orientation, 

the committee agreed to meet once a week for the next 

several weeks to expedite the issuance of a request for 

proposals to architects. The committee will meet on 

Wednesday, April 29, May 6, and May 13. You can keep 

up with Building Committee notes on the library’s Website 

at www.wgpl.org 
Library Hours 

  Monday-Thursday  9 am to 9 pm 

  Friday and Saturday  9 am to 4:30 pm 

  Sunday   2 pm to 5 pm 

The library will be closed Sunday, May 24 and 

Monday May 25 for Memorial Day 
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This Month’s Most Requested Books: 
1. A Reliable Wife, Robert Goolrick 

2. True Detectives, Jonathan Kellerman 

3. The Eighth Confession, James Patterson 

4. Handle with Care, Jodi Picoult  

5. The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Society, 

Mary Ann Shaffer 

 

6. The Shack, William P. Young 

7. First Family, David Baldacci 

8. Heart and Soul, Maeve Binchy 

9. The Associate, John Grisham 

10. Cutting for Stone, A. Verghese 

11. Long Lost, Harlan Coben 

12.  Look Again, Lisa Scottoline 

 

Next Month’s Book Discussion Selection:  

The Vagrants, Yiyun Li 

June 2nd at 6 p.m. Call 961-3784 for information. 

 

Staff Favorites, May, 2009 
1. The Shack, William P. Young   (Adult Fiction) 
2. 30 Rock, Seasons 1 & 2   (Adult DVD) 
3. The Patron Saint of Liars, Ann Patchett (Adult Fiction) 
4. Tideland     (Adult DVD) 
5. Burn Notice     (Adult DVD) 
6. Promises in Death, J. D. Robb  (Adult Mystery) 
7. The Best Chicken Recipes, America’s Test Kitchen (Adult Non-fiction) 
8. The Birthday Present, Barbara Vine (Adult Fiction) 
9. Ghost Town     (Adult DVD) 
10. To Say Nothing of the Dog, Connie Willis   (Adult Fiction) 

 
 

               ïïï Friends News ïïï 
 
Eleven big boxes!! That is how much food we collected during the National Library Week 

Food Drive. The boxes were delivered to the Webster-Rock Hill Ministries where I know they 

will be appreciated during these difficult times. We were very pleased with the success of the 

“cans for books” program and we hope to do it again next year. Thank you to everyone who 

donated and we hope you are enjoying your free books.  

 National Library Week is an annual observance, sponsored by the 

American Library Association (ALA) and now in its 61
st
 year. All kinds of 

libraries participate: school, public, academic and special. Each year the ALA 

selects a theme for the week. This year‟s theme was Worlds Connect @ your 

library. But many libraries lately have perceived a more pressing need in their 

communities and have foregone the stated theme, instead holding food drives. It 

is a great way to stress the role of the library as a mainstay in the community, 

and to provide an additional valuable service to that community.  

           
Friends board members Nancy Hiatt (left) and Debbie Ladd (right) help 

library director Tom Cooper pack boxes of food for delivery to Webster-Rock Hill Ministries   
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