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Temporary Location for the Library

The first public library where I ever worked was
St. Louis County Library Headquarters. This was
back in the 1980s, and I was a music librarian
during the time when the building underwent a
major expansion. The administration made the
decision to remain in the building while the
work proceeded. I dislike second-guessing
people who have to make difficult decisions,
especially when I don’t have access to most of the
information supporting those decisions. But in
retrospect I'd guess that they wish they had
moved out.

The noise, the dust, the disruptions; the
plastic sheeting hung everywhere and people
blithely strolling past orange safety cones
warning them not to enter; the workers on
asbestos abatement duty removing the helmets
of their hazmat suits to assure us that we had
nothing to worry about—it was a long and
unpleasant trial for staff and visitors alike. It’s
best to just move and get the job done.

For months now we have been looking for
a suitable place to house the Library while we
have our renovations done. We need a place that
is in Webster Groves, centrally located, has
enough space, has ample parking, and that we
can afford. We looked at properties in Yorkshire
Plaza, Old Orchard, and Owen Ridge. We had
our eye on the Luhr Library at Eden Seminary,
but as you may have heard, its future is in a
different direction. Finally, someone pointed out
that the Seiler Instrument Building at 170 S.
Brentwood was vacant.

This building fills most of the criteria
except that it is not exactly centrally located.
That bothers us, because we want to be as
convenient and accessible as possible. In the
end, it looks like you can’t get everything. But
there is lots of space, and lots of parking, and it’s
easy to find, sitting right off South Brentwood.
We are in the process of negotiating a lease for
the property, and as soon as we can we’ll start
setting up a temporary library there.

We hope to break ground on the new
construction in October. The work should take
about a year—although as many people have
noted, a construction year is roughly 18 months.
During that time, we hope you’ll find us at 170 S.
Brentwood.
tcooper@wgpl.org

May in the Children’s Room
Tuesday, May 4: Story Time with
Miss Phyllis—10 a.m.
Wednesday, May 5: Pajama
Storytime with Miss Phyllis—7
p.m.

Thursday, May 6: Storytime with
Miss Phyllis — 10 a.m.
Wednesday, May 12: Getting Crafty at the Library—
3:15 p.m. (ages 5 and up)

Saturday, May 15: Storytime with Miss Phyllis—2
p.m.
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May 15: Pre-registration begins for
Summer Reading Club

MAKE A SPLASH AT YOUR LIBRARY!

(Start Counting Reading Minutes June 1st)
Tuesday, May 18: Storytime with Miss Phyllis—10
a.m.

Thursday, May 20: Storytime with Miss Phyllis—10
a.m.

Wednesday, May 26: Getting Crafty at the Library,
3:15 p.m. (Ages 5 and up)

Thursday, May 27: Pajama Storytime with Miss
Emily, 7 p.m.

NOW ALLOWING DVD RENEWALS
Ever since we have had a collection of DVDs, we have
allowed a 2-week checkout period,
D!. %D but no renewals. This was sort of
e — inconvenient, but it was necessary to

keep a good number of DVDs on the
shelf when people came in to browse. In the past year
we have been adding more movies on DVD, and we
now have enough that we can allow renewals.

From now on, you may check out DVDs and
renew them three times, just as with all our other

materials. Of course, if someone else has the movie
requested it won’t renew, but all other movies will.

Download Have you downloaded
.} audio booksr any good books lately?

We now have recorded
books available to download right from our
Website. Just find the Download Audio
Books logo at www.wgpl.org, click and enter
to learn how to do it.

OverD

Library Hours
Monday-Thursday 9 amto 9 pm
Friday and Saturday 9 am to 4:30 pm
Sunday 2pmto 5 pm

The library will be closed Sunday, May 30 and
Monday May 31 in observance of Memorial Day.


mailto:tcooper@wgpl.org
http://www.wgpl.org/

This Month’s Most Requested Books:
1. House Rules, Jodi Picoult 7. Little Bee, Chris Cleave
2. Every Last One, Anna Quindlen 8. The 9" Judgement, James Patterson
3. Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, Stieg Larsson 9. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Rebecca Skloot
4. Dead in the Family, Charlaine Harris 10. Imperfect Birds, Anne Lamott
5. Deception: an Alex Delaware novel, Jonathan Kellerman 11. Savor the Moment, Nora Roberts
6. Caught, Harlan Coben 12. Deliver Us from Evil, David Baldacci

Next Month’s Book Discussion Groups:
Tuesday, June 1 at 6 p.m.—Sfrength in What Remains, by Tracy Kidder
Saturday, June 5 at 2 p.m.—Dandelion Wine, by Ray Bradbury

Global Financial Crisis—2008-2009

Yes, it’s in the history books now, a crisis large enough that there is a subject heading for it in library catalogs. While
we recover and (one hopes) learn from our mistakes, it may be worthwhile to read some of the many good books
written on the crisis.

Walker, David M., Comeback America: turning the country around and restoring financial
responsibility.

Lanchester, John, 1.0.U.: why everybody owes everybody and no one can pay.

Paulson, Henry M., On the Brink: inside the race to stop the collapse of the global financial system.
Stiglitz, Joseph E., Freefall: America, free markets, and the sinking of the world economy.

Lewis, Michael, The Big Short: inside the doomsday machine.

Sorkin, Andrew Ross, Too Big to Fail: the inside story of how Wall Street and Washington fought to
save the financial system from crisis? and themselves.

Perkins, John, Hoodwinked: an economic hitman reveals why the world financial markets
imploded? and what we need to do to remake them.

Corsi, Jerome R., America for Sale: fighting a new world order, surviving a global depression, and
preserving U.S.A. sovereignty.

McDonald, Laurence G. and Patrick Robinson, A Colossal Failure of Common Sense: the inside story
of the collapse of Lehman Brothers.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY PROVIDE BOOK CLUB KITS

If you are in a Book Club and are tired of scrambling to find enough copies of your next book,
the library has an answer for you. Try using Book Club Kits. University City Public Library and
Kirkwood Public Library have had them for years and thanks to the Friends, Webster Groves
Public Library is getting a collection as well. Book Club Kits contain several copies of the same

bookpl us a reader6s guide with discussion|qu

them by typing ABook Club Kito in the tift!]l
Circulation Desk. There are over 100 titles that you can request or check out at the owning library. Be aware
that titles without an author are wuswually c¢h+ dr
good for parent/child book clubs. (If your Book Club has multiple copies of a book that are no longer needed,
consider donating them to the Friends and we will use them to create a Book Club Kit.)

Thank you to everyone who donated books, to everyone who bought books and to all our volunteers who helped
at the Book Fair! We couldndét do it without vyolu.
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