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FUNNY BOOKS

I run the book discussion group at the library; I used to
run the book discussion group at the last library where I
worked. It has been noted more than once that my
selections for discussion are often best described as
dreary, or depressing. Like books that Oprah picks for
her book club, the selections are often full of detestable
characters behaving badly, people who are unfairly
victimized, life handing people really terrible situations.
I have read a lot, and I've been reading a lot for a long
time, but I can’t tell you why literary novels and short
stories are almost always so unrelievedly depressing.

Once in a while someone will suggest that we
read a funny book, something comical and uplifting. I
am not averse to the experiment, though I know from
experience how it’s likely to come out. I love a good
funny book, and the history of literature abounds with
great comic novels. But they usually don’t make for great
discussions. I mean, what sort of questions does one
prepare? ‘What was the meaning of the cream pie in the
hero’s face?’ ‘Why do you think it was a cream pie
instead of a fruit pie?” The discussions, if they take off at
all, center on readers sharing their favorite funny scenes.

Recently I read Three Men in a Boat, to Say
Nothing of the Dog, by Jerome K. Jerome, because I
heard a few women discussing the great pineapple scene
in it. The discussion went something like this: ‘T can’t
even look at a can of pineapple without laughing.” ‘Oh, I
know! Pineapple!” HAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAY It
was a funny scene, once I had read it; the whole book
was hilarious — but how does one structure a meaningful
discussion around shared belly laughs?

I recently attended a discussion of another great
comic novel, Cold Comfort Farm by Stella Gibbons.
Great book, but the guy leading the discussion was too
earnest by half. He wanted us to understand the
Freudian underpinnings of the entire book; how the
main character, young Flora Poste, represented the Id
bringing order to the Superego represented by the
various strange characters inhabiting the farm. We all
listened and nodded earnestly, though you could tell
most everyone was dying to say something like, ‘Didn’t
you love the part when the bull got loose?’ ‘Yeah, really!
The bull” HAHAHAHAHA!

My advice? Next time you hear of a book so
funny that people laugh out loud reading it, you should
give it a try. But when you’re lamenting that the book
discussion group you attend seems so cursedly devoted
to depressing literary works, remember that a serious
discussion of a funny book will probably only ruin it.

tcooper@wgpl.org

June in the Children’s Room

Tuesday, June 2: Story Time with Miss Phyllis, 10
a.m.

Tuesday, June 9: Story Time with Miss Phyllis, 10
a.m.

Thursday, June 11: Getting Crafty with Miss
Michelle, 3 p.m.

Tuesday, June 16: Story Time with Miss Phyllis, 10
a.m.

Thursday, June 18: Getting Crafty with Miss
Michelle, 3 p.m.

Tuesday, June 23: Story Time with Miss Phyllis, 10
a.m.

Thursday, June 24: Pajama Story Time with Miss
Laurene, 7 p.m.

Thursday, June 25: Getting Crafty with Miss
Michelle, 3 p.m.

Tuesday, June 30: Story Time with Miss Phyllis, 10
a.m.

Summer Reading Club:

Be (reative @ Your Library
June 1st through August 8th
Sign up in the Children’s Room NOW!
Events and Activities to Watch For:
June 1st: Start Counting Minutes Read

June 1st through June 30t%: Design a Bookmark
Contest - Ages 2 and up

June 1st through July 27t: Poetry Contest - Ages 6
and up

June 4t though August 8th: Webster
Groves Photo Contest — Ages 9 and up.

June 6t: ST. LOUIS ZOO presents
‘Artistic Animals’ for grades K-5. 11 am.

. July 6th: MAD SCIENCE of St. Louis
N presents ‘Be Creative’ Science program
for ages 5 and up. 7 p.m.
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\":’/ August 8th: Summer Reading Program
ends. All log sheets must be turned in to

be eligible for prizes.

August 10-12: Prize winners will be drawn, baseball
ticket and photo contest winners notified. Winners
will be posted at the library and on our Website

A special thanks to Summer Reading Club Sponsors:
¢ Friends of Webster Groves Public Library
e St Louis Cardinals

Library Hours
Monday -Thursday 9amto 9 pm
Friday and Saturday 9 am to 4:30 pm
Sunday 2pmto 5 pm
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This Monthds Most Requested
1.Fi nger Li cldoatEvanovieni f t e e n, 8. Black Hills,Nora Roberts
2. The Eighth Confessiodames Patterson 9. Act Like a Lady, Think Like a Mafteve Harvey
3. First Family, David Baldacci & Denene Miller
4. The ScarecroywMichael Connelly 10. Matters of the HeartDanielle Steel
5. Swimsuit,James Patterson 11. Gone Tomorrowlee Child
6. Wicked PreyJonathan Sandford 12. Vision in WhiteNora Roberts
7. Just Take My HeartMary Higgins Clark

Next Mo nookhDissussiBn Selection:
The Moon is Down, by John Steinbeck
Tuesday, July 7 ™ at 6 p.m.

Books for Discussion Groups i June, 2009
Ever wonder what book discussion groups across the country are reading? Here is a
par tial Iist of what Opastseveralmpmwtlhssti | ar i n t he
A Mercy, Toni Morrison (Adult Fiction)
Netherland, Joseph O6Nei || (Adult Fiction )
Unaccustomed Earth, Jhumpa Lahiri (Adult Fiction)
The Forever War, Dexter Filkins (Adult Non-Fiction)
Nothing to Be Frightened Of, Julian Barnes (Adult Non-fiction)
This Republic of Suffering, Drew Gilpin Faust (Adult Non-fiction)
. Dangerous Laughter, Stephen Millhauser (Adult Fiction)
Lush Life, Richard Price (Adult Fiction)
. The Soul Thief, Charles Baxter (Adult Fiction)
0 His lllegal  Self, Peter Carey (Adult Fiction)

Friends News

Every June the Friends of the Webster Groves Public Library holds its annual meeting to reflect

back on our achievements and get ideas for the future. This was a memorable year as we

worked to help pass Proposition L T by contributing over $10,000 to the campaign and by

putting in many hours calling voters, staffing an information table at the library and assembling

publicity items. I n addit i o®8umrhepReadingProgeam,n

the Friends encouraged children to read
Ilterature and rewarding them with a book bag when they submitted a picture or review of the book they read.
Almost 100 children have participated in this program! We were also pleased to donate the following items to
the |ibrary: 2 audio/visual display cases, $3,
entrance. We are now looking forward to 2009-2010 and the exciting changes that will be happening at the
library. If you would like to join the Friends Board and help us make our wonderful library even better, call
Debbie Ladd at 968-8759. Invitations to the annual meeting on June 19 will be mailed out to members of the
Friends in early June.
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Building News
Our building committee issued its Request for Qualifications (RFQ) in late May. This is the request to architectural firmsowh
are interested in designing the | i brtheirgdientials omdoingshatiwarka Maayn |ff
firms have expressed an interest in the job, and we should have plenty to choose from. The responses to the RFQ are due b
June 26, and the committee will start work soon after that to choose the best firm fbetjob.
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