
       

  
 
       
  
 
 

Books and Movies 
For her Honors English class, my daughter recently 
had to read The Natural, by Bernard Malamud. 
Malamud is one of my favorite authors, but I had 
never read The Natural. It was one of those books I 
had put off reading due to the odd rationale that I had 
seen the movie, and thus had a pretty good idea what 
was in the book.  
 We get this often at libraries. A young man 
(sorry guys, but it’s usually a young man) will come in, 
looking harried, and ask if we have the Cliff’s Notes 
for a certain book. We don’t keep Cliff’s Notes, so he’ll 
ask if we have the movie. We know the message he’s 
sending. I’ll do anything, seek any alternative, go to 
any length, to keep from reading this book. 
 So it’s funny that sometimes I’ll put off 
reading a book because I’ve seen the movie. It’s also 
funny how little some movies have in common with 
the books they’re ‘based on.’ In the movie of The 
Natural, there are major characters (the Glenn Close 
character, for instance) who are nowhere to be found 
in the book. There are huge chunks of plot that don’t 
occur in the book. And, not to give too much away, but 
the game-winning homerun that Robert Redford 
drives into the stadium lights at the end of the movie, 
showering the whole ballpark with brilliant sparks – 
let’s just say the book ends on a less sparkly note. 
 Years ago, Tom Clancy made a big stink about 
the movie Red October. It wasn’t true to his book, he 
claimed. Stephen King, no stranger to movie 
treatments of his work, advised Clancy to shut up, 
take the ten million dollars the studio paid him for the 
movie rights, and learn to live with it. A novel is one 
thing, a hit movie is another. I trust the people who 
make movies to understand what works well in a 
movie – and it’s often not what worked best in the 
book. They are two different artistic creations, and it’s 
not reasonable to expect them to be always the same. I 
have seen almost word for word adaptations of Jane 
Austen classics, and they’re about as stimulating as 
watching paint dry.  
 I told my daughter that there should be a 
Website for high school kids to visit, one that would 
advise them when they should trust the movie to give 
them insights into the book they’re supposed to have 
read, and when they should not. I was only half 
kidding. I mean, it’s not like we’re going to get 
teenaged boys to start reading classic fiction, so they 
might as well have an accurate way to fake it, right? 
Imagine a kid throwing up his hand in class and 
saying, ‘What happens to Roy’s son after he helps his 
team win the pennant?’ What son? What pennant? Did 
you even read the right book, young man?  
 If we could save even one young scholar this 
embarrassment, I think it would be worth it. 
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July in the Children’s Room 

Monday, July 6 at 7 p.m.  

Be Creative with 

Mad Science! 
Tuesday, July 7: Story Time with 

Miss Phyllis, 10 a.m. 

Wednesday, July 8: Getting Crafty 

with Miss Michelle, 3 p.m. 

Tuesday, July 14: Story Time with 

Miss Phyllis, 10 a.m. 

Thursday, July 16: Pajama Story Time with Miss 

Laurene, 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, July 21: Story Time with Miss Phyllis, 10 

a.m.  

Wednesday, July 22: Getting Crafty with Miss 

Michelle, 3 p.m. 

Tuesday, July 28: Story Time with Miss Phyllis, 10 

a.m. 
 

Booksigning/Scrapbooking Program 
On Friday, July 17, at 4:30 p.m. author 

Joanna Campbell Slan will join us for 

a scrapbooking crop and book signing. 

Joanna is the author of many books on 

scrapbooking and of the Kiki 

Lowenstein Scrap-n-Craft Mystery 

series. Copies of her newest book, 

Cut, Crop & Die, and the first book in 

the series, Paper, Scissors, Death, will 

be available for purchase and signing. 

Please bring your own scrapbooking supplies, drinks, and 

snacks. The Library will have a Cricut Expression and several 

cartridges available for your use during the crop. 

Registration is required. Please call 314.961.7262 

and ask to speak to or leave a message for Michelle. 

 

Help us Honor Old Glory 
For years we have collected old and worn 

American flags in our back foyer. They 

have been picked up by someone from the 

American Legion for proper disposal. But the gentleman who 

has performed this worthwhile service over the years is no 

longer able to do it. If you or anyone you know is interested in 

taking on this job, we’d love to hear from you. It seems like an 

ideal project for a Boy Scout or Girl Scout troop, or any other 

service minded organization. Call 961-3784 and speak to Tom 

Cooper if you have any suggestions. 

      
Library Hours 

  Monday-Thursday  9 am to 9 pm 

  Friday and Saturday  9 am to 4:30 pm 

  Sunday   2 pm to 5 pm 

The library will be closed Saturday, July 4th in 

observance of Independence Day 
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This Month’s Most Requested Books: 
1. Finger Lickin’ Fifteen, Janet Evanovich 

2. The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Society, Mary Ann 

Shaffer 

3. First Family, David Baldacci  

4. Swimsuit, James Patterson 

5. The Scarecrow, Michael Connelly 

6. Wicked Prey, John Sandford 

7. Shanghai Girls, Lisa See 

8. A Reliable Wife, Robert Goolrick 

9. Black Hills, Nora Roberts 

10. Gone Tomorrow, Lee Child 

11. The Girls from Ames, Jeffrey Zaslow 

12.  The Help, Kathryn Stockett

 

Next Month’s Book Discussion Selection: 
The Creation, by E. O. Wilson  

Tuesday, August 4th at 6 p.m. 

 

Staff Reading Suggestions – July, 2009 
1. The Associate, by John Grisham     (Adult Fiction) 
2. Act Like a Lady, Think Like a Man, by Steve Harvey  (Adult Non-fiction) 
3. Fifty Miles from Tomorrow, by William L. Iggiagruk Hensley (Adult Non-fiction) 
4. Heart in the Right Place, by Carolyn Jourdan   (Adult Biography) 
5. Cutting for Stone, by Abraham Verghese    (Adult Fiction) 
6. We Thought You Would Be Prettier, by Laurie Notaro  (Adult Non-fiction) 
7. The Greatest Thing Since Sliced Bread, by Don Robertson (Adult Fiction) 
8. Dark Places, by Gillian Flynn     (Adult Fiction) 
9. Kenilworth, by Sir Walter Scott     (Adult Fiction) 
10. The Natural, by Bernard Malamud     (Adult Fiction) 

 
The library has a set of Life magazine running from 1936 to 1997. They are seldom used as a resource any 
more, and take up a lot of space, so we are going to sell them. Many people like to get the issue from the week 
they were born, or some other date that is meaningful to them. Copies are selling for $1.00 apiece. If you 
would like to claim a certain issue, come by soon – issues are already going. For more information please 
call the Reference Desk at 961-7277 

 

                Friends News  
The Board of the Friends was pleased to welcome several members to our annual meeting on June 19

th
. Last year 

was an expensive one for the Friends with almost $17,000 in gifts to the library and over $10,000 contributed to 

Proposition L. Despite that and even without the Book Fair, our major fund raiser, our finances are in good shape 

with $46,000 in savings. The Friends voted to once again contribute $3,000 to the purchase of large print books and 

$1,750 for the children’s summer reading program. They also voted to elect the proposed slate of officers: Deborah 

Ladd as President, Nancy Hiatt as Vice-president, Cricket Vandover as Treasurer and Mary Susan Greenwalt as 

Secretary. Library director Tom Cooper gave an update on the progress on the building committee and answered 

many questions attendees had concerning the library. Plans and ideas for next year were discussed, including 

returning to the Book Fair for a fund raiser and holding activities in conjunction with area festivals. If you would like to learn more 

about the Friends and our mission, an informational brochure is available at the Circulation Desk. 

 

Building News  
Our building committee issued its Request for Qualifications (RFQ) in late May. The responses from architects were due on 

July 26th. We got submissions from 27 different firms who are interested in designing the renovation and expansion of the 

library building. That is a lot, and most of the committee members believe that itõs due to the economy. There isnõt a lot of work 

out there right now, and architectural firms are actually laying off employees. More firms than would normally be interested in 

our job are taking a look at us. We think this is good, since it gives us a great selection to choose from. The building committee 

will be evaluating the submissions over the next few weeks, and picking a handful of firms to interview. 

 

Webster Groves Public Library is now on Facebook! Look us up and read about the latest 

news, upcoming events, and more!  
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