
       

  
 
       
  
 
 

Wanna Be a Librarian? 
I had a minor injury last week that took me to an 

emergency clinic for treatment. The nurse who took my 

temperature and blood pressure and also gathered some 

information from me asked what kind of work I do. ‘I’m a 

librarian,’ I told her. ‘Wow,’ she said, ‘that would be my 

ideal job.’ Great, I thought, but you’re working as a nurse. 

 During the course of treatment the doctor and I 

talked about books (she shared the same somewhat exotic 

surname with a famous novelist). ‘You know a lot about 

books,’ she said. ‘Yeah, I’m a librarian,’ I said. ‘I’d love to 

be a librarian,’ she said, ‘I’ve always loved books.’ 

 I can’t tell you how often this happens. People I 

meet personally and professionally, people who come into 

the library, people everywhere are always commenting on 

how they envy my work, how they’d love to be librarians. 

At the same time, the American Library Association and 

other professional organizations fret over how few young 

people are actually studying to be librarians. The good 

news is, almost anyone who gets an MLS (Masters Degree 

in Library Science) or MLIS (Masters Degree in Library 

and Information Science) will find a job pretty easily. With 

the rapid changes in libraries these days, new technologies 

for the dissemination of information, and new formats for 

reading, listening to music and watching movies, libraries 

have an eye out for young, tech-savvy, recent graduates of 

library science programs.  

 There are two main problems. One is that you’re 

not going to get rich as a librarian. The work environment 

is usually nice, the work is rewarding, and you meet plenty 

of great people. It is also pretty steady work, outside of 

volatile urban settings like Philadelphia and New York 

where cash-strapped city councils often slash library 

budgets to save money.  But the pay is moderate at best.  

 The other problem is that there aren’t a lot of 

library schools. Nobody ever got their MLS, made a pile of 

cash, and then endowed the library school at their old 

university. Consequently very few universities have library 

schools. In Missouri you’re limited to the University of 

Missouri – Columbia; although you can do almost the 

whole degree online. 

 I think what I’ll do is print up a business card with 

the requirements for becoming a librarian, a class schedule 

at Mizzou, and my phone number with the word MENTOR 

written beneath it; so next time somebody starts telling me 

how much they’d love to be a librarian, I can hand them the 

card and say welcome aboard. 
tcooper@wgpl.org 
 

 

AUGUST IN THE CHILDREN’S ROOM 

Tuesday, Aug. 4: Storytime with Miss Phyllis,10 a.m. 

Wednesday, Aug. 5: Getting Crafty with Miss 

Michelle, 3 p.m. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8th:  

Last Day of Summer Reading Club –  

‘Be Creative Talent Show’ – for information 

call 961-7262 
Tuesday, Aug. 11: Storytime with Miss Phyllis, 10 

a.m. 

Wednesday, Aug. 12: Getting Crafty with Miss 

Michelle, 3 p.m. 

Thursday, Aug. 13: Pajama Storytime with Miss 

Laurene, 7 p.m.  

Tuesday, Aug. 18: Storytime with Miss Phyllis, 10 

a.m. 

Tuesday, Aug. 25: Storytime with Miss Phyllis, 10 

a.m. 
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 Annual Bookmark Contest Winners 
As usual we had many fun and creative entries, 

and the following young artists won this year’s 

bookmark competition: 

Jack Stanley, age 4 (bookmark shown at 

left) 

Alex de Foy, age 6 

Sammi Tom, age 10 

Grace Forthaus, age 12 

Bobbie Varghese, Age 15 (bookmark 

shown  at right) 

Good work, everyone!  
    

Kids Heed the Call to  
‘Get Creative @ Your Library’ 

More than 950 children signed up to read and win rewards 
in this year’s Summer Reading Club. A variety of contests, 
games, and programs, including Mad Science and Artistic 
Animals with the St. Louis Zoo have drawn great crowds. 
The last day to turn in reading logs and claim prizes will be 
Saturday, August 8th. We hope everyone has had a great 
summer! 

  
These young readers had fun creating picture frames at the 
library. 
 

Library Hours 

  Monday-Thursday  9 am to 9 pm 

  Friday and Saturday  9 am to 4:30 pm 

  Sunday   2 pm to 5 pm 
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This Month’s Most Requested Books: 
1. The Help, Kathryn Stockett  

2. Shanghai Girls, Lisa See  

3. The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, Mary 

Ann Shaffer 

4. Best Friends Forever, Jennifer Weiner 

5. Black Hills, Nora Roberts 

6. Finger Lickin’ Fifteen, Janet Evanovich 

7. The Girl Who Played with Fire, Steig Larsson 

8. The Time Traveler’s Wife, Audrey Niffenegger 

9. Olive Kitteridge, Elizabeth Strout 

10. Swimsuit, James Patterson 

11. The Scarecrow, Michael Connelly 

12.  The Girls from Ames, Jeffrey Zaslow

 

Next Monthõs Book Discussion Selection: 

Cutting for Stone, by Abraham Verghese 

Tuesday, September 1st at 6 p.m. 
 

The 10 Best Baseball Books Ever! ï August, 2009 
For the height of baseball season. Sure, you probably have your favorite and itôs not on the list. What we 
did was look up about a dozen different lists of óthe best baseball books everô and counted the ones that 
got mentioned most often. Itôs still a pretty subjective list, but if you love the game, you shouldnôt miss 
any of these. 

1. Moneyball: the Art of Winning an Unfair Game, by Michael Lewis 
2. The Politics of Glory: How Baseballôs Hall of Fame Really Works, by Bill James 
3. Ball Four, by Jim Bouton 
4. Only the Ball Was White, by Robert Peterson 
5. Joe DiMaggio: the Heroôs Life, by Richard Ben Cramer 
6. The Boys of Summer, by Roger Kahn 
7. The Big Bam: the Life and Times of Babe Ruth, by Leigh Montville 
8. Eight Men Out: the Black Sox and the 1919 World Series, by Eliot Asinof 
9. Lords of the Realm: the Real History of Baseball, by John Helyar 
10. The Unforgettable Season, by Gordon H. Fleming. 

 

Webster Groves Public Library now offers downloadable 
audiobooks via Overdrive. If you have an iPod or any other MP3 player, you 
can now select titles from a wide selection of popular fiction, non-fiction, and 
classic titles. Visit the Overdrive link from our Website at www.wgpl.org to 

learn how to get started.  
 

               ïïï Friends News ïïï 
At the Friends annual meeting in June, I asked the attendees to introduce themselves by giving their name and the 

number of years they had been going to the Webster Groves Public Library. As we went around the table, I was 

impressed by the number of members who had been coming here for 30 to 40 years. At 24 years, I was one of the 

newcomers.  One attendee had been going to our library for over 70 years! Friends of the Library members may not 

necessarily be representative of the general population but they do illustrate the affection library patrons develop 

for their own institutions. Going to the library once a week is not just about getting a book to read; it is also about 

seeing friends, talking to the library staff about a favorite movie and taking a few peaceful moments to read the 

newspaper. The convenience of downloadable books, movies and music is hard to beat and someday we may be 

able to do anything we want without ever leaving home. Still, I hope there will always be an actual library to visit and I am proud to 

be a member of an organization that helps to keep libraries strong. 
 

Building News  
The Building Committee has narrowed the selection of architects down to five, from 27 candidates who submitted 

qualifications. We will hold interviews with these five firms on August 5th and 6th, and then try to decide which architectural 

firm would do the best job of designing a renovation and expansion of the building. 

 

Webster Groves Public Library is now on Facebook! Look us up and read about the latest 

news, upcoming events, and more! 
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