
       

  
 
       
  
 
 

Two Items of Note 
Soon the library will be moving into a temporary location 

for a year or more while we begin the renovation of the 

building. Prior to the move we are also making a change to 

our collections: we are withdrawing our videocassettes and 

books on cassette tape.  

 The world is now two or even three generations of 

media down the line from videocassettes: DVDs, Blu-rays, 

and now, downloadable movies. Some people still check 

out videocassettes, but they are an ever-shrinking minority, 

and the videos themselves are in worse and worse shape. 

It’s pretty much the same story with books on tape. Most 

people listen to books on CD now, or they download books 

from the Overdrive service available at our Website.  

 Whenever a library eliminates what had once been 

a popular medium, there will inevitably be some people 

who miss it, but there is always the problem of space. We 

can only house so many collections. Videocassettes take up 

about four times the space of DVDS, and last year they 

only accounted for about 7% of the total circulation of 

movies. When we have to prioritize, these are the kinds of 

facts we look at.  

 For now, we are concentrating on ordering DVD 

copies of movies that we only own in videocassette format: 

for librarians, it’s really about the content, not the medium. 

We have also set up a sale table, where patrons can 

purchase the withdrawn videos for a minimal fee. If you 

have any old favorites (and still have a functioning VCR), 

you may want to drop by and browse.  
 

For several years now, Webster Groves Public Library has 

held at least one annual food drive. We used to do it during 

National Library Week, but for the past couple of years the 

Friends of the Library have sponsored a food drive during 

February, which is Library Lover’s Month. They give out 

books in exchange for cans of food, and always collect ten 

or twelve boxes of canned goods. We take whatever we 

collect over to Webster-Rock Hill Ministries. They run a 

busy pantry and can always use the donations. 

At a recent meeting of the Municipal Library 

Consortium, Linda Ballard, the director of University City 

Public Library, noted that in recent years they have run a 

food drive all the time. They keep a barrel out and it gets 

filled up almost monthly. We thought this was a good idea, 

and we have decided to do the same. You will find our food 

barrel in the back entry. We accept canned goods and any 

other non-perishable food items. We hope to be able to fill 

it up and deliver donations to the pantry as often as 

possible.  
tcooper@wgpl.org                           

August in the Children’s Room 

 

Tuesday, August 3: Story Time 

with Miss Phyllis—10 a.m. 
Wednesday, August 4: Getting 

Crafty with Miss Michelle—

2:30 p.m. (Ages 5 & up) 

Tuesday, August 10: Story Time 

with Miss Phyllis—10 a.m. 

Wednesday, August 11: Getting 

Crafty with Miss Michelle—2:30 p.m. (Ages 5 & up) 

Tuesday, August 17: Story Time with Miss Phyllis—

10 a.m. 

Wednesday, August 18: Pajama Story Time with Miss 

Phyllis, 7 p.m. 

Saturday, August 21: Story Time with Miss Phyllis—2  

p.m.  

Tuesday, August 24: Story Time with Miss Phyllis, 10 

a.m. 

Thursday, August 26: Pajama Story Time with Miss 

Emily, 7 p.m. 

Monday, August 30: Getting Crafty with Miss 

Michelle, 3 p.m. (Ages 5 & up) 

Tuesday, August 31: Story Time with Miss Phyllis—

10 a.m. 
 

Thanks to Our Donors! 
The Board of Trustees and the staff of 

Webster Groves Public Library (not to 

mention a lot of happy readers) would like to 

thank our community sponsors who gave 

gifts in support of Summer Reading Club 

2010. They include: C.J. Muggs, Vitality 

Unlimited Spa, Lucky Dog, 

McDonald’s, Yucandu, 

Cyrano’s, First Watch, The 

Repertory Theater of St. 

Louis, Ben Franklin, Dewey’s 

Pizza, Webster Wok Chinese 

Restaurant, National City Bank, the St. 

Louis Blues and the St. Louis Cardinals.  
 

Do Librarians Know Everything? 
The Webster Groves Public Library staff table 

placed 1st at the APA (Animal Protective 

Association) Trivia Pawsuit Night on July 24
th

—

and they did so without any reference books or 

online resources. They’re already looking for other 

trivia nights to dominate . . .  
 

Library Hours 
  Monday-Thursday   9 am to 9 pm 

  Friday and Saturday   9 am to 4:30 pm 

  Sunday    2 pm to 5 pm 
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This Monthõs Most Requested Books: 
1. The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, Stieg Larsson 

2. Sizzling Sixteen, Janet Evanovich 

3. The Girl Who Kicked the Hornetôs Nest, Stieg Larsson 

4. The Particular Sadness of Lemon Cake, Aimee Bender 

5. The Search, Nora Roberts 

6. The Rembrandt Affair, Daniel Silva 

 

7. Private, James Patterson 

8. Fly Away Home, Jennifer Weiner 

9. The Passage, Justin Cronin 

10. Heart of the Matter, Emily Giffin 

11. Innocent, Scott Turow 

12. The Lion: a novel, Nelson DeMille

Next Monthõs  

Book  Discussion Groups:  

                         Tuesday, Sept. 7 at 6 p.m. 

                        The Industry of Souls ,  

                        by Martin Booth  

       

Saturday, Sept. 4 at 2 p.m.   

Sarahõs Key,                      

by Tatiana de Rosnay   

 
 
 

Staff Favorites, July 2010  
The Industry of Souls, Martin Booth      Adult Fiction  
The Abyss of Human Illusion, Gilbert Sorrentino     Adult Fiction  
Being Wrong: Adventures in the Margin of Error,  Kathryn Schulz  Adult Non -fiction  
Kokoro, Soseki Natsume      Adult Fiction  
The Archandroid , Janelle Monae     Adult Music CD 
Slapstick, Kurt Vonnegut       Adult Fiction  
The Devil Amongst the Lawyers, Sharyn McCrumb   Adult Fiction  
Ice Princess, Camilla Lackberg       Adult Mystery  
  

Magician Eric Vaughn and His  Psychic Duck  
On Friday, July 30 we had a wonderful program featuring magician Eric 
Vaughn. Accompanied by his wife and assistant Kelly and their psychic duck  
Bingo they performed a number of amazing and mystifying tricks.   

 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                 
               

               
                                                                                

 
Friends of the Library News  
 Curious about the library’s temporary location during the renovation? The Friends of the Library have a special event 

planned for our members – seeing the temporary location in its ―before‖ state.  Our annual meeting will be held on 

Friday, August 20, 2010 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the former Seiler Instrument building, 3232 S. Brentwood Blvd. 

(also known as 170 E. Kirkham Ave. or as the building across the street from the First Baptist Church and in front of 

the Soccer Dome). Look for your invitation in the mail soon and join us before supper or on the way home from work! 
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