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December Reading

December is usually a slow month at libraries.
People are busy with so many things that they
don’t have time to read much. But December is a
very different month for me.

We don’t hold book discussion groups in
December, because experience has taught us
that even loyal regulars skip the December
meeting if it coincides with other engagements.
With no books that I have to read, I get to read
whatever I like. For me that means catching up
on lengthy classics that I haven’t read yet. One
December I read Don Quixote, and the following
year I finally tackled Ulysses. This may not be
how most people kick back and relax, but it
works for me.

Michelle, our children’s librarian, falls
back on what she calls ‘cozies’ at this time of
year; romances and quaint mysteries in cozy
settings. I imagine they soothe the soul at an
otherwise hectic time of year.

I know a woman whose family reads
aloud Dylan Thomas’ A Child’s Christmas in
Wales every Christmas Eve. I'd never get my
family to sit still for that, but apparently this is a
cherished tradition with her family.

As Christmas draws near we’ll see copies
of Dickens’ A Christmas Carol and Clement
Clark Moore’s The Night Before Christmas
getting checked out. I suppose that in centuries
past reading these things during the holidays
was pretty standard. Nowadays, a lot more
people will be requesting copies of the various
movie versions of A Christmas Carol, Miracle on
34t Street, or, of course, It’s a Wonderful Life.

The library has all these books and
movies, and a great selection of Christmas music
on compact disc, not to mention books about
Christmas baking, decorating and more. At a
time of year when it’s wise to save money
wherever you can, it’s good to know how much
there is to be had for free at your library.

It does make me wonder why December is
a slow month. Don’t get me wrong, I’m not
complaining. I cherish the chance to relax, and
I’m thinking about what I might read this month.
Too bad there’s not one big epic book about
Christmas — okay, there is, but I’'ve read that one
a lot of times.
tcooper@wgpl.org

December in the Children’s Room
Our Ever-popular Holiday Coloring
Contest Runs through December 30th!

Pick up your coloring sheets today.
Monday, Dec. 7: Getting Crafty at the
Library, 3:30 p.m. (AGES 5 and up)
Tuesday, Dec. 8: Storytime with Miss
Phyllis, 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 9: Evening Storytime
with Miss Phyllis, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 10: Storytime with Miss Phyllis, 10
a.m,
Saturday, Dec. 12: Storytime with Miss Phyllis, 2 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 14: Storytime with Miss 1
Michelle, 2 p.m. (AGES 4 and up) T
Wednesday, Dec. 16: Getting Crafty 44 u '
at the Library, 3:30 p.m. (AGES 5 and \M‘PJ///
up)
Monday, Dec. 21: Getting Crafty at the
Library, 3:30 p.m. (AGES 5 and up) e
Tuesday, Dec. 22: Pajama Storytime with Miss Emily,
¢ ¢ 9 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 23: Visit a
Live Reindeer!
12:30 to 1:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 29: Storytime with
Miss Phyllis, 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 30: Evening Storytime with Miss
Phyllis, 7 p.m.

TEST PROCTORING

People are often surprised to learn of the
many services offered at their public library.
One such service is test proctoring. If you are
enrolled in an online course, or a distance
learning program, or for any reason need to
have a test proctored, we can do it at the
library.

The service is free for residents of
Webster Groves, and only $10 dollars for all
others. You do need to call in advance to
make arrangements and schedule a date for
your test. Most test proctoring is done by our
reference librarian, Chris Johnson. He can
be reached at 314 961-3784.

Library Hours
Monday-Thursday 9 amto 9 pm
Friday and Saturday 9 am to 4:30 pm
Sunday 2 pmto 5 pm

The library will be closed Thursday, December 24 and
Friday December 25 in observance of Christmas, and
Thursday, December 31 and Friday, January 1 for the
New Year observance.
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This Month’s Most Requested Books:
1. The Help, Kathryn Stockett 7. Rough Country, John Sandford
2. The Lost Symbol, Dan Brown 8. Going Rogue, Sarah Palin
3. Ford County, John Grisham 9. True Blue, David Baldacci
4. Half Broke Horses, Jeanette Walls 10. U is for Undertow, Sue Grafton
5. The Lacuna, Barbara Kingsolver 11. Wolf Hall, Hilary Mantel
6. Her Fearful Symmetry, Audrey Niffenegger 12. South of Broad, Pat Conroy

Book Discussion Groups:
Tuesday, January 5 at 6 p.m. - Winter’s Tale, by Mark Helprin
Saturday, January 9 at 2 p.m. - A Girl Named Zippy, by Haven Kimmel

Holiday Gift Book Suggestions —December, 2009

000 000 000 000 000 000
There are probably hundreds of books that would make excellent gifts this season; but here is a list of
some that are especially timely or that come highly recommended:

New Moon, by Stephenie Meyer

The Help, by Kathryn Stockett

The Lost Symbol, by Dan Brown

Echo in the Bone, by Diane Gabaldon

Food Journeys of a Lifetime, by National Geographic Magazine

Rose’ s Heavenl!| ¢gLevg Bekealmaum by RoO S

The National Par k s: America’s Best | de a, by
Sesame Street: a Celebration of 40 Years of Life on the Street, by Louise A Gikow

Celebrating Peanuts, by Charles Schulz

Slow: Life in a Tuscan Town, by Douglas Gayeton, Alice Waters, & Carlo Petrini

Treasures of the Beatles, by Terry Burrows

Where the Wild Things Are (25t Anniversary Edition), by Maurice Sendak

Fancy Nancy: Splendiferous Christmas, by Jane O’ Co
Diary of a Wimpy Kid Do-it-yourself Book, by Jeff Kinney

There is good news for fans of the Friends of the Webster Groves Public Library Book
Fair. l'tos back! Il n April of 2010, the Boo
Congregational Church at the corner of Lockwood and EIm. We are very grateful to the church
for allowing us to hold our fair there, especially since it was the home of the library back in
1904. We will be asking for donations but please wait until after January 1 as we will not have a
storage space until then. Look for more details about dates and times in the next Page 61
% Newsletter.
Thank you to everyone who sent in their memberships dues for 2010! If you would like to join but do
not have a membership form, they are available at the Circulation Desk.

OUTREACH SERVICE Do you know anyone who would like to use the library but cannot come to the
library due to illness or disability? Tell them about our new outreach service. We will bring books,
movies, books on tape and other library materials to them in their home, and pick them up when they are
due. If you are interested, please call Debbie Ladd at 314 961-3784 for more information.
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