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A Wish in the Dark by Christina Soontornvat 

 
All light in Chattana is created by one man — the Governor, who appeared after the Great Fire to bring 

peace and order to the city. For Pong, who was born in Namwon Prison, the magical lights represent 
freedom, and he dreams of the day he will be able to walk among them.  

 

City Spies by James Ponti 

 
Before she knows what she’s doing, Sara is heading to Paris for an international youth summit, hacking 

into a rival school’s computer to prevent them from winning a million euros, dangling thirty feet off the 
side of a building, and trying to stop a villain…all while navigating the complex dynamics of her new 

team. 

 

Coop Knows the Scoop by Taryn Souders 

 
Windy Bottom, Georgia is usually a peaceful place. Coop helps his mom at her café and bookstore, 

hangs out with his grandpa, bikes around with his friends Justice and Liberty, and is determined to live 
up to his dad's legacy. Windy Bottom is full of all kinds of interesting people, but no one has ever caused 
a problem. Until now. 

 
 
 
 

Millionaires for the Month by Stacy McAnulty 
 
Felix Rannells and Benji Porter were never supposed to be field-trip partners. Felix is a rule follower. 
Benji is a rule bender. They're not friends. And they don't have anything to talk about. Until . . . 

 
 

Raising Lumie by Joan Bauer 

 
Olive Hudson desperately wants a dog. But that doesn't seem to be a possibility right now. Newly 
orphaned, she's moving in with the half-sister she hardly knows and their life is too chaotic to include a 

dog. But then something wonderful happens: Olive gets a chance to raise Lumie, a guide dog puppy. 

 
 
 

The Blackbird Girls  by Anne Blankman 

 
Delsie loves tracking the weather--lately, though, it seems the squalls are in her own life. She's always 
lived with her kindhearted Grammy, but now she's looking at their life with new eyes and wishing she 
could have a "regular family."   
 
 
 
The Elephant’s Girl by Celesta Rimington 

 
An elephant named Nyah protected her from the storm. With no trace of her family, Lex grew up at the 

zoo with her foster father, Roger; her best friend, Fisher; and the wind whispering in her ear.   
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                  White Bird: A Wonder Story by R.J. Palacio 

 
When Natalie's science teacher suggests that she enter an egg drop competition, Natalie 

thinks that this might be the perfect solution to all of her problems. With their help, Natalie 
begins an uplifting journey to discover the science of hope, love, and miracles.  

  

 

The Incredibly Dead Pets of Rex Dexter by Aaron Reynolds 

 
One hour and fourteen minutes later, the chicken is dead (by a steamroller), Rex is cursed (by the Grim 

Reaper), and wild animals are haunting Rex's room (hounding him for answers). Even his best friend 
Darvish is not going to believe this, and that kid believes everything. 

 
 

War Stories by Gordon Korman 

 
There are two things Trevor loves more than anything else: playing war-based video games, and his 

great-grandfather Jacob, who is a true-blue, bona fide war hero. At the height of the war, Jacob helped 
liberate a small French village, and was given a hero's welcome upon his return to America.  

 

When Stars are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson & Omar Mohamed 

 
Omar and his younger brother, Hassan, have spent most of their lives in Dadaab, a refugee camp in 

Kenya. Life is hard there: never enough food, achingly dull, and without access to the medical care 
Omar knows his nonverbal brother needs. So when Omar has the opportunity to go to school, he knows 
it might be a chance to change their future . . . but it would also mean leaving his brother, the only family 

member he has left, every day. 

 

Wink by Rob Harrell 

 
Ross Maloy just wants to be a normal seventh grader. He doesn't want to lose his hair, or wear a weird 
hat, or deal with the disappearing friends who don't know what to say to "the cancer kid." But with his 
recent diagnosis of a rare eye cancer, blending in is off the table. 

 

 

 
Winterborne Home for Vengeance and Valor  by Ally Carter 

 
April didn't mean to start the fire. She wasn’t the one who broke the vase. April didn’t ask to go live in a 
big, creepy mansion with a bunch of orphans who just don't understand that April isn’t like them. After 

all, April’s mother is coming back for her someday very soon. 
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