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Be Not Far From Me  by Mindy McGinnis 

When Ashley goes hiking in the Smokies with her friends for a night of partying, the falling dark and 

creaking trees are second nature to her. Lost in undisturbed forest, with nothing but the clothes on her 

back, Ashley must figure out how to survive despite the red streak of infection creeping up her leg. 

 

Clap When You Land by Elizabeth Acevedo 

Camino Rios lives for the summers when her father visits her in the Dominican Republic. But this 

time, on the day when his plane is supposed to land, Camino arrives at the airport to see crowds of 

crying people. 

 

Fable by Adrienne Young 

Seventeen-year-old Fable joins the young, motley crew of the Marigold to escape the island where her 

father abandoned her, but she quickly realizes life off the island is more dangerous than she imaged. 

 

Girl on the Run by Abigail Johnson 

When Katelyn decided to surprise her widowed mom with an online dating profile, it seemed like a 

good idea. It isn't. Katelyn's mom hasn't just been acting overprotective all these years-- she's been 

hiding something. And now that anyone can find them online, Katelyn is in a desperate race against 

time to uncover the secrets of the past. Not only her mom's, but-- as her world unravels-- her own. 

 

Golden Arm by Carl Deuker 

Lazarus Weathers, a high school senior from the wrong side of the tracks, seeks to protect his half-

brother while pitching his way out of poverty, one strike at a time. 

 

Grown by Tiffany D Jackson 

When legendary R&B artist Korey Fields spots Enchanted Jones at an audition, her dreams of being a 

famous singer take flight. Until Enchanted wakes up with blood on her hands and zero memory of the 

previous night. Who killed Korey Fields? Before there was a dead body, Enchanted's dreams had 

turned into a nightmare. Because behind Korey's charm and star power was a controlling dark side. 

Now he's dead, the police are at the door, and all signs point to Enchanted. 

 

How It All Blew Up by Arvin Ahmadi 

Eighteen-year-old Amir Azadi always knew coming out to his Muslim family would be messy--he just 

didn't think it would end in an airport interrogation room. But when faced with a failed relationship, 

bullies, and blackmail, running away to Rome is his only option. Right? 

 

If These Wings Could Fly by Kyrie McCauley 

In Auburn, Pennsylvania, a farming community overrun with crows, high school senior Leighton 

struggles to keep herself and her sisters safe from their abusive father even as she starts a relationship. 



Gateway 2022-2023 

Gateway Awards are great books for grades 9th through 12th, chosen by teachers and librarians 
and voted on by students. 

 

 

 

Jane Anonymous by Laurie Faria Stolarz 

In chapters alternating between then and now, seventeen-year-old Jane Anonymous chronicles the 
events leading up to her abduction and seven-month captivity and her painful return to family and 

friends. 

 

Punching the Air by Ibi Aanu Zoboi  

Amal Shahid has always been an artist and a poet. But even in a diverse art school, he's seen as 

disruptive and unmotivated by a biased system. Then one fateful night, an altercation in a gentrifying 

neighborhood escalates into tragedy ... Suddenly, at just sixteen years old, Amal's bright future is 

upended: he is convicted of a crime he didn't commit and sent to prison. Despair and rage almost sink 

him until he turns to the refuge of his words, his art. 

 

The Inheritance Games by Jennifer Lynn Barnes 

When a Connecticut teenager inherits vast wealth and an eccentric estate from the richest man in 

Texas, she must also live with his surviving family and solve a series of puzzles to discover how she 

earned her inheritance. 

 

This Is My America by Kim Johnson 

Sending weekly letters to an organization she hopes will save her innocent father from death row, 17-

year-old Tracy uncovers racist community secrets when her track star brother is wrongly accused of 

murder. 

 

The Light Between Us by Andrew Xia Fukuda 

In 1935, ten-year-old Alex Maki of Bainbridge Island, Washington, is horrified to discover that his new 

pen pal, Charlie Lévy of Paris, France, is a girl, but in spite of his initial reluctance, their letters 

continue over the years and they fight for their friendship even as Charlie endures the Nazi occupation 

and Alex leaves his family in an internment camp and joins the Army. 

 

Tweet Cute by Emma Lord 

All's fair in love and cheese - that is, until Pepper and Jack's spat turns into a viral Twitter war. Little do 

they know, while they're publicly duking it out with snarky memes and retweet battles, they're also 

falling for each other in real life - on an anonymous chat app Jack built. 

 

What I Carry by Jennifer Longo  

Growing up in foster care, Muir has lived in many houses. And if she's learned one thing, it is to Pack. 
Light. Carry only what fits in a suitcase. Toothbrush? Yes. Socks? Yes. Emotional attachment to 

friends? Foster families? A boyfriend? Nope! There's no room for any additional baggage. 

Gateway Winner for 2021 - 2022 

 

Heroine by Mindy McGinnis 

When a car crash sidelines Mickey just before softball season, she has to find a way to hold on to her 

spot as the catcher for a team expected to make a historic tournament run. Behind the plate is the only 

place she’s ever felt comfortable, and the painkillers she’s been prescribed can help her get there.  


