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Blade of Secrets  by Tricia Levenseller 

Eighteen-year-old Ziva prefers metal to people. She spends her days tucked away in her forge, safe 

from society and the anxiety it causes her, using her magical gift to craft unique weapons imbued with 

power. 

 

Concrete Rose by Angie Thomas 

If there’s one thing seventeen-year-old Maverick Carter knows, it’s that a real man takes care of his 

family. As the son of a former gang legend, Mav does that the only way he knows how: dealing for the 

King Lords. With this money he can help his mom, who works two jobs while his dad’s in prison. 

 

Donuts and other Proclamations of Love by Jared Reck 

It's easy to look at high school senior Oscar Olsson and think: lost. He hates school, struggles to read, 

and wants nothing to do with college. But Oscar is anything but lost---he knows exactly what he wants 

and exactly how to get it. Oscar and Farfar, the Swedish grandfather who's raised him, run a food truck 

together selling rullekebab and munkar, and Oscar wants to finish school so he can focus on the food 

truck full-time. 

 

Eat Your Heart Out by Kelly Devos 

Vivian Ellenshaw is fat, but she knows she doesn't need to lose weight, so she's none too happy to find 

herself forced into a weight-loss camp's van with her ex-best friend, Allie, a meathead jock who can 
barely drive, and the camp owner's snobby son. And when they arrive at Camp Featherlite at the start of 

the worst blizzard in the history of Flagstaff, Arizona, it's clear that something isn't right. 

 

Fadeaway by E.B. Vickers 

At 8:53 pm, thousands of people watched as Jake Foster secured the state title for his basketball team 

with his signature fadeaway. But by the next morning, he's disappeared without a trace. 

 

In the Wild Light by Jeff Zentner 

A poignant coming-of-age novel about two best friends whose friendship is tested when they get the 

opportunity to leave their impoverished small town for an elite prep school. For fans of Looking for 

Alaska. 

 

Lore by Alexandra Bracken 

Every seven years, the Agon begins. As punishment for a past rebellion, nine Greek gods are forced to 

walk the earth as mortals, hunted by the descendants of ancient bloodlines, all eager to kill a god and 

seize their divine power and immortality. 

 

The Hollow Inside by Brooke Lauren Davis 

Seventeen-year-old Phoenix has spent much of her life drifting from town to town with her mom Nina, 

using their charms to swindle and steal to get by. Now they've made it to their ultimate destination, 

Mom's hometown of Jasper Hollow. The plan: bring down Ellis Bowman, the man who ruined Nina's 

life. 



Gateway 2023-2024 

Gateway Awards are great books for grades 9th through 12th, chosen by teachers and librarians 
and voted on by students. 

 

 

 

The Initial Insult by Laurie Mindy McGinnis 

Tress Montor’s family used to mean something—until she didn’t have a family anymore. When her 
parents disappeared seven years ago while driving her best friend home, Tress lost everything. The 

entire town shuns her now that she lives with her drunken, one-eyed grandfather at what locals refer to 

as the “White Trash Zoo.” 

 

The Passing Playbook by Isaac Fitzsimons 

Fifteen-year-old Spencer Harris is a proud nerd, an awesome big brother, and a David Beckham in 

training. He's also transgender. After transitioning at his old school leads to a year of isolation and 

bullying, Spencer gets a fresh start at Oakley, the most liberal private school in Ohio. 

 

The Right Side of Reckless by Whitney D. Grandison 

Guillermo Lozano is getting a fresh start. New town, new school, and no more reckless behavior. He’s 

done his time, and now he needs to right his wrongs. But when his work at the local community center 

throws him into the path of the one girl who is off-limits, friendship sparks…and maybe more. 

 

The Poison Heart by Kalynn Bayron 

When Briseis’s aunt dies and wills her a dilapidated estate in rural New York, Bri and her parents hope 

that surrounded by plants and flowers, she will finally learn to control her gift. But their new home is 

sinister in ways they never expected―it comes with a mysterious set of instructions, a walled garden 

filled with the deadliest botanicals in the world, and generations of secrets. 

 

We Cab Be Heroes by Kyrie McCauley 

Beck and Vivian never could stand each other, but they always tried their best for their mutual friend, 

Cassie. After the town moves on from Cassie’s murder too fast, Beck and Vivian finally find common 

ground: vengeance. 

 

What Beauty There Is by Cory Anderson 

Ava Bardem lives in isolation, a life of silence. For seventeen years, Ava’s father, a merciless man, has 
controlled her fate. He’s taught her to love no one. But then she meets Jack. 

 

You’d Be Home Now by Kathleen Glasgow  

For all of Emory's life she's been told who she is. In town she's the rich one--the great-great-

granddaughter of the mill's founder. At school she's hot Maddie Ward's younger sister. And at home, 

she's the good one, her stoner older brother Joey's babysitter. Everything was turned on its head, 

though, when she and Joey were in the car accident that killed Candy MontClaire. The car accident that 

revealed just how bad Joey's drug habit was. 

Gateway Winner for 2022 - 2023 

 

The Inheritance Games by Jennifer Lynn Barnes 

When a Connecticut teenager inherits vast wealth and an eccentric estate from the richest man in Texas, 

she must also live with his surviving family and solve a series of puzzles to discover how she earned 

her inheritance. 


