
2021-2022 Truman Readers 

Awards Nominees  

Truman Awards are great books for grades 6th through 8th, chosen by teachers and librarians and 

voted on by students.  

 

 

Genesis Beings Again by Alicia D. Williams  

Genesis is determined to fix her family, and she’s willing to try anything to do so…even if it means 
harming herself in the process. But when Genesis starts to find a thing or two she actually likes about 
herself, she discovers that changing her own attitude is the first step in helping change others. 
 

 

Tiger Queen by Annie Sullivan 

Kateri, an arrogant warrior princess, has to fight in the arena against her suitors to win her right to rule, 
and she is desperate to prove to her father that she is strong enough to take over his throne and rule the 
kingdom. But when she finds out her final opponent, she knows she cannot win. Kateri flees to the desert 
to train under the enemy she hates the most and the only one who might be able to give her a shot at 

winning. 

 

The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise by Dan Gemeinhart 

Over the course of thousands of miles, Coyote will learn that going home can sometimes be the hardest 
journey of all...but that with friends by her side, she just might be able to turn her “once upon a time” 

into a “happily ever after.” 

 

The Bone Houses by Emily Jones-Lloyd 

Seventeen-year-old Aderyn ("Ryn") only cares about two things: her family and her family's graveyard. 
And right now, both are in dire straits. Since the death of their parents, Ryn and her siblings have been 
scraping together a meager existence as gravediggers in the remote village of Colbren, which sits at the 
foot of a harsh and deadly mountain range that was once home to the fae. The problem with being a 

gravedigger in Colbren, though, is that the dead don't always stay dead 

 

The Unteachables by Gordon Kormon 

The Unteachables are a notorious class of misfits, delinquents, and academic train wrecks. Like Aldo, with 
anger management issues; Parker, who can’t read; Kiana, who doesn’t even belong in the class—or any 
class; and Elaine (rhymes with pain). The Unteachables have been removed from the student body and 

isolated in room 117. 

 

Other Words For Home by Jasmine Warga 

At first, everything in America seems too fast and too loud. The American movies that Jude has always 
loved haven’t quite prepared her for starting school in the US—and her new label of “Middle Eastern,” an 

identity she’s never known before. 
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Verify by Joelle Charbonneau 

When Meri’s mother is killed, Meri suddenly has questions that no one else seems to be asking. And 
when she tries to uncover her mother’s state of mind in her last weeks, she finds herself drawn into a 

secret world with a history she didn’t know existed. 

 

The Line Tender by Kate Allen 

Alex’s original hair-raising tales are the only thing keeping the witch Natacha happy, but soon he’ll run 
out of pages to read from and be trapped forever. He’s loved scary stories his whole life, and he knows 
most don’t have a happily ever after. Now that Alex is trapped in a true terrifying tale, he’s desperate for 

a different ending—and a way out of this twisted place. 

 

The Crossover (Graphic Novel) by Kwame Alexander 

“With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . . The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that 
quivering. ’Cuz tonight I’m delivering,” raps twelve-year-old Josh Bell. Thanks to their dad, he and his twin 
brother, Jordan, are kings on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood—he’s got mad 

beats, too, which help him find his rhythm when it’s all on the line.  

 

Right As Rain by Lindsey Stoddard 

When her mom suggests moving the family from Vermont to New York City, Rain agrees. But life in the 

big city is different. She’s never seen so many people in one place—or felt more like an outsider. 

 

It’s The End of the World As I Know It by Matthew Landis 

Derrick's promised apocalypse day begins with a very strange disaster, Derrick and Misty have to figure 
out a way to survive--especially when the end of the world as they know it looks nothing like they 
expected. 
 

 

 

Free Lunch by Rex Ogle 

Instead of giving him lunch money, Rex’s mom has signed him up for free meals. As a poor kid in a 
wealthy school district, better-off kids crowd impatiently behind him as he tries to explain to the cashier 

that he’s on the free meal program. 
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 Not if I Save You First by  Ally Carter 

Maddie thought she and Logan would be friends forever. But when your dad is a Secret Service agent and 

your best friend is the president's son, sometimes life has other plans. 


