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Awards Nominees

96 Miles by J L Esplin

From talented newcomer J. L. Esplin comes this story of survival and determination as two
young brothers confront the unpredictability of human nature in the face of desperate
circumstances.

oS Before the Ever After by Jacqueline Woodson

For as long as ZJ can remember, his dad has been everyone's hero. As a charming, talented
pro football star, he's as beloved to the neighborhood kids he plays with as he is to his
millions of adoring sports fans. But lately life at ZJ's house is anything but charming.

Closer to Nowhere by Dan Ellen Hopkins

Told in verse from the alternating perspectives of Hannah and Cal, this is a story of two
cousins who are more alike than they realize and the family they both want to save.
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Kimberly Brubaker Bradley tells a story about two sisters, linked by love and trauma, who
must find their own voices before they can find their way back to each other.

Glitch by Laura Martin

Regan Fitz and Elliot Mason have been enemies since they started training to become
Glitchers—people who travel through time to preserve important historical events. But
everything changes when they find a letter from Regan’s future self, warning them about an
impending disaster that threatens them and everyone they know.

Splinters of Scarlet by Emily Bain Murphy

At first, everything in America seems too fast and too loud. The American movies
that Jude has always loved haven’t quite prepared her for starting school in the
US—and her new label of “Middle Eastern,” an identity she’s never known before.

Truman Awards are great books for grades 6th through 8th, chosen by teachers and librarians and
voted on by students.
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The Canyon’s Edge by Dusti Bowling

Suddenly, Nora finds herself lost and alone in the desert, facing dehydration, venomous
scorpions, deadly snakes, and, worst of all, the Beast who has terrorized her dreams for the
past year. If Nora is going to save herself and her father, she must conquer her fears, defeat
the Beast, and find the courage to live her new life.

The Kinder Poison by Natalie Mae

Zahru has long dreamed of leaving the kingdom of Orkena and having the kinds of
adventures she's only ever heard about in stories. But as a lowly Whisperer, her power to
commune with animals means that her place is serving in the royal stables until the day her
magic runs dry.

The Light in Hidden Places by Sharon Cameron

“It is 1943, and for four years, sixteen-year-old Stefania has been working for the Diamant
family in their grocery store in Przemysl, Poland, singing her way into their lives and hearts.
She has even made a promise to one of their sons, Izio -- a betrothal they must keep secret
since she is Catholic and the Diamants are Jewish.

The Stars We Steal by Alexa Donne

Engagement season is in the air. Eighteen-year-old Princess Leonie “Leo” Kolburg, heir to a
faded European spaceship, has only one thing on her mind: which lucky bachelor can save
her family from financial ruin?

Tornado Brain by Cat Patrick

A powerful story of friendship, sisters, and forgiveness, Tornado Brain is an achingly honest
portrait of a young girl trying to find space to be herself. Inspired by her own neurodiverse
child, Cat Patrick writes with authenticity and sincerity in her depiction of Frankie in what is
ultimately a love letter to neurodiverse children everywhere.

voted on by students.
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We Dream of Space by Erin Entrada Kelly

The Nelson Thomas children exist in their own orbits, circling a tense and unpredictable
household, with little in common except an enthusiastic science teacher named Ms.
Salonga. As the launch of the Challenger approaches, Ms. Salonga gives her students a
project—they are separated into spacecraft crews and must create and complete a
mission. When the fated day finally arrives, it changes all of their lives and brings them
together in unexpected ways.

2021-2022 Truman Award Winner

The Unteachables by Gordon Korman

The Unteachables are a notorious class of misfits, delinquents, and academic train wrecks. Like Aldo,
with anger management issues; Parker, who can’t read; Kiana, who doesn’t even belong in the class—
or any class; and Elaine (rhymes with pain). The Unteachables have been removed from the student

body and isolated in room 117.

Truman Awards are great books for grades 6th through 8th, chosen by teachers and librarians and

voted on by students.




